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Why do kids who go to church do hetter at school?

by Billy James Hargis Il, publisher

Dokidswho goto church do better at school ?

Absolutely and the effect is dramatic, writes Dr. Pat
Fagan. Inastudy just rel eased, hecitesindependent findings
by morethan 100 social scientistswhohavepublishedtheir
own studies over the last two decades establishing the
profound effect that attending churchhasonkids’ perfor-
manceat school .

Churchkidshavehigher gradepoint averages— scoring
14.4 percent higher than non-attenders. Church kidsalso
spend more time on their homework, according to the
Sudies.

Dr. Faganisthedirector of the Center for Research on
Marriageand Religionand Senior Fellow at theMarriage
andReligion Researchnstitutein\Washington, D.C.

Hisfindingsshow that churchattendanceisoneof themost
effectivewaystoimpactlow-incomestudents. Additionaly,
75 percent of collegestudentswhobecomemorecommitted
totheirfaithduringtheir collegeyearsperformaboveaver-
age.

Inhisreport, “ ReligiousPracticeand Educationa Attain-
ment,” helistsnumerousscientific studiesthat show that a
student with solid faith isable to deal with the conflicts

arents can hoost their kids grades by taking them to church, studies show continued on page 19
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V enezuel anstrongman Hugo Chavez hassuffered
hisfirstelection
setback in
years,losinghis
two-thirds ma-

tional Assambly.

Chavez’'s
“roller-coagteris
going down,”
Castro and Chavez declaredCarlos

Ocariz,amayor thatispart of theanti-Chavez Codition
continued on page 2
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Muslims can burn Bibles,

by Billy James Hargis Il, publisher onemusttreat Muslimswith

by Keith Wilkerson, managing editor

e e WHY oL burn Korans?

Theworldisrunning out of helium—but theU.S.
government is SRR -
4 | .-.z ,I -' . . -4 |

sguanderingour
strategic stock-
pile

We realmost
giving it away,
sellingit below
market value —
whenall predic-
tionsarethat thepriceisabout to skyrocket 20- to 50-

continued on page 2

Did Saudis sahotage
[ran’s nukes? Israel?

compiled by the Christian Crusade staff

Whoattacked Iran’ snuclear program?

For years, thelslamic Republic of Iran hasdefied
pressurefromtheU.S., theEuropean Community, the
ArabworldandtheU.N.tohaltitsjihad-drivenefforts
to build an atom bomb. Why? Because of Iran’s
admitted support of terroristsworldwide.

If Irangetsthebomb, sodoesal-Qaida, Venezuela,

continued on page 15
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Helium balloons at the Macy’s parade |

If it's OK for Muslims to
burnBiblesandit’ sjustfinefor
the Pentagon to burn Bibles,
then why was there such up-
roar about somepreacher ata
tiny church in Florida who
wantedto burnaKoran?

Why have we become so
usedtoanabsurddoublestan-
dard — that it's fine to kick
around Christians, but every-

Protesting in Holland

mE 2we and respect — or else
Td they beoffended?
G 08 1L DOMINATEL: For example, an Obama
' f'c THEWORLD Y| Administrationspokesmanat
paan A the Pentagon recently de-
fendedtheU.S. Army’ ssai-
zureanddestructionof Bibles
ownedby Americansoldiers
servinginAfghanistan. The
fearwasthat Muslimswould
retdiateaganstU.S.soldiers.
continued on page 5

Communists, comics march on Washimgton

by Keith Wilkerson, managing editor

Attemptingtomakeamock-
ery of theTeaParty ralliesand
Glenn Beck’s March to Re-
storeHonor, threecounter ral -
lieshavebeenannouncedjustin
timefor ElectionDay.

LongtimeU.S. Communist
Party officid AngelaDavisand
Black Panther head Stokely
Carmichael —both who have

Stephen Colbert, left, and John Stewart

beenoutof thelimdlightsince
hippies faded away in the
1970s — were billed to ap-
pear atthefirst event.
Itwasscheduledfor Octo-
ber 2 and billed as “One
NationWorking Together.”
Theothertworallieswere
scheduled by Comedy Cen-
tral cableTV channel come-
diansJon Stewartand Steven

continued on page 9
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The Nazi luxury airship Hindenburg exploded be

Why squander America’
strategtc helum reserves?

continued from page 1

s LB

cause Ame;ica would not sell its helium to Hitler

fold.

Thepriceof ahelium party balloon couldreach $100. Scientistspredict that the
world’ ssupply of thislighter-than-air gaswill begoneby theyear 2015.
Y etwithdisaster onthehorizon, theU.S. governmentismismanagingAmerica s

reserveswithout apology.

Thereisjustsomuchheliumonour planet. ItiscommononUranusand Neptune
and evenonthemoon. But there’ svery littlehere. Becauseitislighter thanair,
whenever itisrel easedintotheatmosphere, itriseshigher andhigher until it dissipates

intospace.

Most of the helium on earth has been guarded for
decadesinanunderground salt domenear Amarillo,
Texas, stockpiled by theU.S. government.

Backin 1925, theU.S. recognizedthat heliumwas
vital toU.S.interests. It wasstrategictokeepit out of
Nazi handsturningWorldWar I1,forcingHitlertofill his
zeppdinswithhighly explosivehydrogen—resultingin
suchdisastersasthezeppelinHindenburg disaster.

TheU.S. thenkept helium out of Communisthands
during the Cold War, impeding the devel opment of
Soviet missileresearch.

However,in1996, Congressorderedthat all of the
heliumheldin America sreservesbesoldbefore2015
—and at bargain-basement rates. That’ sparticularly
bizarresinceonceit’ sgone, itwill beincredibly expen-
sivetoreplace.

It will be far too expensive to have helium-filled
cartoon charactersintheMacy’ sThanksgiving Day
parade. The gas will be far too precious for such a
frivoloususe. Whenit occursnaturally onEarth, itis
foundinnatural gas. Historically, U.S. natural gashas
beenrichinhdiumwhilenatural gasinother partsof the
worldhavevery littleheium.

So, with scientists yelling warnings, hasthe U.S.
government halted the sell-off of America shelium
reserve?

No, not eventhoughanumber of scientificstudies
have called for immediate action. Once America' s
heliumstockpileisdepleted, purgingthefue tanksof the
world' shallisticmissilesand spacerocketswill become
far more costly and difficult. The cost of magnetic
resonanceimaging (MRI) for medical diagnosticpur-
poseswill becomeprohibitive.

Arcweldingmay disappear sinceheliumisneededto
createaninertatmospherearoundtheflame. Heliumis
asovital for leak detection—although hydrogencanbe
used, but hasproblems, including being highly explo-
sve

Heliumisinert—itwon’ tburnor mix withany other
element. So, itisnonexplosiveand compl etely safe.

NA SA usesittopressurizespaceshuttlefuel tanks.

Deep-seadiversdependonittoprevent thenitrogen* bends.”

magnets.

Kennedy SpaceCenter d oneusesmorethan 75millioncubicfeetannually. Liquid
helium, whichhasthel owest mel ting poi nt of any e ement at -452 degreesFahrenheit,
coolsinfrared detectors, nuclear reactors, wind tunnels and superconductive

So, why isAmericaa most givingaway itshelium?That’ sanabsolutemystery.
Apparently Congressdecided that thegovernment had no businessbeinginthe
heliumbus ness—athoughit hasno problembeinginthemortgage, automobil e,

student loan and banking business—to namejust afew.

continued on page 18

Venezuelan voters turn on Socrahst dictator

continued from page 1
for Democratic Unity, according tojournalist Ryan
Mauro. “ Ocarizand other Venezuel anoppositionac-
tivistshadreasontobehopeful . Hugo Chavez’ strans-
formationof V enezuel aintoananti-Americanharbor
for drugtraffickersandterroristsranintoresistance” in
thenational elections.

“TheV enezuelan opposition took away the two-
thirds majority in the National Assembly held by
Chavez' sparty,” wroteMauro, “ winning 52 percent of
thevote. All of Chavez' sdirty trickstounderminehis
opponentsfailedtopreventvotersfromactingtoarrest
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their country’ sdeclineintodictatorship.”

“Chavez, after suffering hisworst setback at the
ballot box since taking office in 1999, may seek to
strengthen hisgrip on the economy and undermine
opponentsahead of the 2012 presidential election,”
reported CharlieDevereux and CorinaRodriguez Pons
inBus nessWeekmagazine. “ Chavez' sUnited Social-
ist Party of Venezuel a, whilesecuring 98 of 165 seats
in National Assembly elections Sept. 26 after the
redrawing of electoral districts, lost the two-thirds
majority neededto passkey legidationby itself. The
oppositiontook 65 seats
and says it won 52 per-
cent of thepopular vote.
Authoritiesdidn’trelease
anofficia votecount.”

“Predictably, Chavez
declaredvictory,” wrote
Mauro, “becausehestill
holds a mgjority in the
National Assembly. He
mockedthecel ebrations
of theopposition, sayingit
washewhowon. “Ithas
beenagreat electionday
and we have obtained a
solid victory: enoughto
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continuedeepening Bolivarianand democraticsocial -
ism. Weneedtocontinuestrengtheningtherevolution!”
heproclaimed onthelnternet social network Twitter.

“Thegate-controllednewsmedia,” reportedMauro,
“played an obedient tune, describing theelectionas
showingthecountry as‘red, very red.””

“Chavez hasexperienced defeat just oncebeforein
12€elections,” reported Devereaux and Pons.

Thor Halvorssen, President of the Human Rights
Foundation, said that althoughwhat theV enezuelan
democraticopposition”pulledoff isextraordinary” and
“exceptionally significant,” Chavez still hasthepower
tobringVenezueladownthepathtotyranny.

Hemay look to regain political momentumby in-
creasing statecontrol of theeconomy, boosting spend-
ingonsocial programsand cracking down onoppo-
nents, accordingtoeconomicanaystsat BarclaysPLC
and Goldman SachsGroupInc.

“ Already, thegovernment hasstated today that they
haveathree-fifthsmajority andthat thisissufficientto
passan’ Enablinglaw’ granting Chavezwidepowers.
Thegovernment of VVenezuelamanipul atesrules, laws,
andingtitutionsasit seesfit,” saidHal vorssen.

It remainsto be seen how Chavez will react tohis
loss, but hecanbecountedontoactinanundemocratic
fashion. In 2008, he hamstrung the newly-elected
mayor of Caracasbecausehewasan opponent.
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Linesof touristssnakedaroundinfront of theSmith-
sonianIngtitutionasthousandsof visitorswaitedtheir
turntostandinaweinfront of familiarimagesof anation
of patrioticcitizensunencumbered by want or fear, free
tospeak their mindsandworship asthey chose.

Inthealley behindabigcity tenement, theneighbors
regjoiced asashy boy camehomefromWorldWarl 1.
In aThanksgiving Day kitchen, aU.S. serviceman
humbly showed hisgrandmother that he' dlearnedhow
toped potatoeswhilefightingfor freedom.

Inabusstationlobby, asternoldlady offersgrace
nextto her innocent grandson asthecoarseregul arsof
thecoffeeshop gawk.

TheseareNormanRockwell’ sAmerica. Although
hisvast body of work hasoften beendismissed by art
critics, Rockwell remainsAmerica smostenduringand

Christian Crusade Newspap

Crowds testily o
\orman Rockwell'
unique greatness

popular artist—far outsellingthecritically
acclaimedsuchasAndy Warhol.

Now, more than one hundred years
after hishirth, theSmithsonianIngtitutionin
Washington, D.C., held aspecial retro-
spective, “ Telling Stories: NormanRock-
well fromtheCollectionsof Georgel ucasand Steven
Spielberg.”

Linesof touristssnaked fromtheshow’ sentrance
intotheOld Patent Building’ sk ogod Courtyardtosee
familiarimagesthat thetwofilmmakershavecollected
over thelast threedecades.

Inside, visitorsjostledfor spaceinfront of familiar
Rockwell paintings that provoked, not the hushed
reverence that one would expect at a museum, but
movie-theater reactions—outburstsof laughter, ex-

er

ey

(R

Rockwell masterpiece “The War Hero”

pressionsof emotion.

Rockwell wouldhavelovedit. Healwaysthought of
himself first and foremost acommercia illustrator.
Hesitanttoconsider itart, heharbored deepinsecuri-
tiesabout hiswork —particul arly whenhewaspanned
by themainstream press.

However, what wasobviousthissummer wasthat
Rockwel I swork will endure. Thissummer, hetapped
intothenostalgiaof 21% Century Americanswhoare
longingfor atimethat waskinder andsimpler.

Do bureaucrats yust sit
around making up rules?

compiled by the Christian Crusade Newspaper staff

How muchregulationwill U.S. citizenstol erate?

Despising bureaucratsisan Americantradition. Back in 1773, tossing King
George' steainto Boston Harbor wasn't just a protest against taxes. It wasa
statement about how muchinterferenceinour daily livesour ancestorswould put up
with.

IN1794,thefirstrea test of theauthority of thefederal government cameduring
theWhiskey Rebellion, when Treasury Secretary Alexander Hamiltontriedtofund
thenational debt by taxinghomemadewhiskey.

Today, the ObamaA dministration seemsintent ontesting whether that same
backbone still exists. Thelist of grievances that Americans hold against their
government seemsto grow by the half-hour asbureaucratsadd new volumesof
regulations.

Some of the new federal rules seem preposterous

After al, dowereally need bureaucratstelling us that we must switch from
incandescent lightstofluorescent?Or that wemust maintainacertainBody Mass
Index —basi cally makingit against thelaw to beoverwei ght?

Will Americansput upwithgovernment* experts’ tellingthemthatitisunhealthy
for school childrentohaveabest friend?That it promotes” unhedthy” individudity
andkeepskidsfromadheringto* healthy” social pressures?

DoAmericansred |y wantthegovernmenttomakeitillegal tobuy or sell raw milk
—that hasnot been pasteurized?Dothey back Food & Drug Administrationpolicies
that arenow forcing small and organicfarmsto usehigh-tech equipment that they
cannot afford and do not need?

What about reported proposal ssuch as Senator Christopher Dodd’ s* Livable
CommunitiesAct” that wouldempty out America srural areas, givinggovernment
incentivesfor everybody toleavethel ow-crimecountrysideandmovetobigcities?

Andwill Americanstol eratethreatsfrom ObamaA dministration bureaucratsthat
anyone making false or misleading statements about the government can be
prosecuted? A |etter has been circulated nationwide from Health and Human
ServicesSecretary Kathleen Sebdiusthreatening” zerotolerance” for “misinforma:
tion.”

Andwhosaysthat Washington, D.C., hastheauthority todeci dewhat appliances
Americanscanhaveintheirkitchen?

continued on page 10

“In mid-September,
Cathy Zoi, an Assistant
Secretary of Energy, said
thattheU.S. Department
of Energy hasa‘ mandate’ toissueregul ationsabout what househol d appliances
shouldbeavail ableto Americansinthefuture,” reportsauthor Alan Caruba.

“Whilespeakingat theinaugural meetingof therecently reestablished Secretary
of Energy Advisory Board, Zoi pointedtofour tacticsthe Obamaadministration
intendedtousetoadvancethe' deployment of cleanenergy.’ Thefirstthreewere
government subsidies, specia tax incentives, andlow-interest government-backed
loansfor greenenergy projects.’

“We' regoingtomakepeoplesavemoney for themselves,” saidZoi.“ Amongthe
projectsis harvesting/dewateringtechnol ogy for algal biofuels, money devotedto
algaeasasourceof power.”

“1 have a great idea how to save billions,” writes Caruba. Shut down the
Department of Energy.”

“Corporatel eadersared ammingthepresi dent over taxesandtheuncertaineffects
of hispolicies, andtheexecutives siegementality isholdingback theeconomy,”
accordingtoMichael Brush, writingfor MSNMoney. “ I sfear of President Barack
Obamaonereasonwe restuck with gluggisheconomicgrowth?’

Are US. business leaders afraid?

“That’ sthemessagethe CEOsof severa major companiesaresendingout. In
unusuadly vitriolicattacksonasitting pres dent, includingreferencesto Communist
Russiaand Adolf Hitler, CEOshavecomplainedthey can’ t predict what Obamawill
donext—andhow hisnew regulationsand taxesmight hit their companies.

“Wedon'tknow what thelatest great ideafrom Obamawill be.

“Therefore, wearehunkeringdown,” saysCypress Semiconductor Chief Execu-
tiveOfficer T.J. Rodgers, echoing publiccommentsover thesummer from CEOsat
companiessuchaslntel andV erizon.

“Hesaidthat becauseof Obama, CEOsarefocusingontheir corebus nessesand
hiringless, tocontrol costsandrisks. * CEOsareuncertain, sothey don’twantto
havetheliability of addingalot of employees,” Rodgerssaid.

“There scertainly alot of uncertainty out thereasweapproach November’s

|-

They’ve decided we must switch our bulbs

- continued on page 4
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continued from page

midtermelections. Nextyear’ stax rulesareinlimbo.

“Theeffectsof health careandfinancial reformhaveyet to beseen. Andthen
there’ swhat many perceiveasan anti-CEO messagein Obama’ srhetoric—aimed
mostly at chiefsof bigbanksand healthinsurersbut al so at hunkered-down execs
ingenera.”

“Obamausespolitical rhetorictodemeanmeand my motives, butthefactis, | am
completely happy withmy motivesandthemorality of my decisons,” Rodgerssaid.
“My moral responsibility isto protect and grow theinvestment of shareholders.”

Intel CEO Paul Otellini, referringtotheObamaadministration, saidinan August
speechtothe Technology Policy Ingtitute’ sAspenForum, “ | think thisgroup does
not understandwhat it takesto createjobs.”

Verizon CEO lvan Seidenberg, in a June speech at the Economic Club of
Washington, accused Obamaof creatingan*increasingly hostileenvironment for
investmentandjobcreation.”

It’s amateur hour in Washington’

Rodgerssaid he had “ started out happy with Obamabecause we had broken
throughthewhitemaebarrier” andmade” astepforwardforequality.” But Rodgers
added: “1 have become deeply disappointed with him. It is amateur hour in
Washington. Theguy hasn’t got aclueabout theeconomy, how jobsarecreated,
how wealthiscreated. It remindsmeof theJimmy Carter years, only worse.”

Blackstone Group CEO Steven Schwarzman seemed to comparethe Obama
administrationtoHitler by sayinginarecent privatemeetingthat Washington’ spush
toincreasetaxesonprivate-equity firmsiswar, “ likewhenHitlerinvaded Polandin
1939,” according to Newsweek.

“1 don’ tremember corporateleadersspeaking out thisvehemently inthepast,”
saidinvestment advisor Gary Shilling. “ Peopleinthesepositionsdon’ t get there
unlessthey know how tokeeptheir mouthsshut whenthey needto.”

Shilling specul ated that CEOsneed ascapegoat for thepoor economy andthat
theadministration‘ hasmishandledthingstothepointwhereit hasvol unteereditsal f’
forthejob.

“Muchmorethanany timethat | haveseeninmy career, businessisconcerned
about specificpoliciesandideascomingout of Washington,” said Fred Fraenkel , the
chairman of theinvestment policy committeeat Beacon Trust andformer director of
global researchat LehmanBrothers.

Meanwhile, isittruethe Obamaadministration hasbannedincandescent light
bulbs?

Xo more light bulhs?

“Beginning January 1,2012,” writesCaruba, “ government ruleswill makeit
imposs bletopurchaseal00-wattincandescent light bulb. After that, intime, al such
light bulbswill be phased out leaving Americans with only dim, over-priced,
mercury-filledlight bulbs. Andthey will bemadeoversess, primarily inChina.”

Congresshasbannedtraditional light bulbs, citingtheneedtoreduce” greenhouse
gasemissions’ toreducegloba warming.

“It’ sthesame Congressthat had a ready determined how muchwater your toilet
canusetoflush,” writesCaruba. “ It sthesameCongressthat determined rul esthat
determinehow many milesper gallonyour automobilemust achieve. It’ sthesame
government that requiresethanol beaddedtogasoline, thusreducingthemileagea
gdlonof adulterated gasolinecan produce, whilea sodrivingupthecost of gasoline
aswell asof corn, afood product, used to produce ethanol.

“1t’ sthesame Congressthat hasblessed aRenewabl eEl ectricity Standard that
requiresutilitiestouseel ectricity produced by wind and solar power eventhough
both sources al so require 24/7 backup by traditional coal-fired, natural gas, or
nuclear plants because they cannot be relied upon to generate electricity ina
predictablefashionor during periodsof peak capacity.

Who decided bureaucrats know more than you or me?

“It’ sthesameCongress,” writesCaruba, “ that initiated FannieM aeand Freddie
Mac, two* government entities' that purchased thesub-primemortgagel oansthat
banksand mortgagel oanfirmswererequiredto maketo peoplewhoclearly could
not affordtorepay them. Theresultisthefinancial crisisthat occurredwhenthose
‘bundled’ mortgagesturned outtobe*toxic,” worthlesspaper soldtoinvestment
firmsand banksasassets.”

In early September, the Washington Post, published an article, “Light bulb
factory closes, Endof erafor U.S. meansmorejobsoverseas.” Itreportedthat“ The
last major General Electricfactory makingordinary incandescentlight bulbsinthe
United Statesiscl osingthismonth. Theremaining 200workersat theplantwill lose
theirjobs.’

“InJune,” writes |3
Caruba, “theWash-
ington Times re-
ported that the Fed-
eral TradeCommis-
sion released 91
pagesof regulations  f
that will forcemanu-
facturers to revise
their packagingand
makecostly compact
fluorescent bulbsap-
pear moreappealing
toconsumers.”

Inwhat may bethe
mostabsurdintruson
yet, amandateisin
theworksmakingit politically incorrectfor childrentohaveabest friend.

Who said they can interfere in children’s friendships?

Nationwide, the Department of Education haswreaked havoconkindergartens
throughout Americaby handing down new rulestogovernment-run Headstart pre-
school programs.

Headstart rulesrequirethat pre-school srecel vinggovernment funding® providean
environment of acceptancethat supportsand respectsgender, culture, language,
ethnicity andfamily composition.

Therulesalsostipul atethat programsmust“ provideaba anced daily programof
child-initiated and adult-directed activities, includingindividua andsmall group
activities, and planningfor routinesandtransitionssothat they occurinatimely,
predi ctableand unrushed manner accordingtoeach child’ sneeds, supportingeach
child' slearning, usingvariousstrategiesincludingexperimentation, inquiry, observa:
tion, play andexploration.”

Inanumber of states, Headstart programshaveinterpretedtheserulesinsucha
way that structured teaching hasbeen banned. Instead, thethree- andfour-year-olds
aredlowedtoroamthefacility atwill, decidingfor themselvesif andwhenthey wish
tovistastationwhereteachingthea phabet or colorsisoffered. Theteacher sitsat
thestationandinstructsthestudentsonly whenthey choosetositandlearnrather
than play withtoysor climb onplayground equipment.

Bureaucrats are ruiming Headstart

Theresultisthat kindergartenteachersdreadthearrival of Headstart sudents. The
initial mandatethat theprogramwastogivelow-incomeand underprivileged pre-
schoolers a“head start” helping them to be ready for kindergarten. Instead,
Headstart kidsthink they canroamthekindergarten classroomat will andtakepart
inlessonsonly whenthey fed likeit.

Andnow thesesame* experts’ aredecl aring that teachersand principal sshould
prohibit publicschool childrenfromhavingbest friends.

For thelast decade, thefederal government haslaunched numerousinitiatives
intendedto ban bullying—withquestionableeffectiveness.

Butnow, “I thinkitiskids preferencetopair upandhavethat onebest friend. As
adults—teachersand counsel ors—wetry toencouragethemnottodothat,” says
ChristineLaycob, speakingtotheNew York Timesabout why “ best friends’ area
badthing.

“ Parentssometimessay Johnny needsthat onespecial friend. Wesay hedoesn't
needabestfriend,” saysL aycob.

“By ‘we',” writesauthor Mark SteynintheNational Review magazine, “she
meanstheexpert opinionof ‘ educators.’

“Grantedthat ‘ educators’ seemto haveminimal interestineducation, and that
therefore it would be unreasonable to expect them to regard, say, American
students’ under-performanceineverythingfrommathtomusicasapriority, oneis
still impressed by their ability to conjurehitherto unknown crisesto obsessover.

“Thetoneof the Timespieceisfaintly creepy —notleastinitsacceptanceof the
totalitarian propositionthat it’ sappropriatefor ‘ experts' tore-engineer oneof the
most building blocksof our humanity: theright tochooseour friends.

“Weconservativeshavebeenwastingour energy arguingthedifferencebetween
equality of opportunity andequal ity of outcome,” writesSteyn. “ Thestatistshave
moved on, and are now demanding equality of basic human relationships, and
startinginnursery school.

“Much of the contemporary sceneowesitsoriginsto silly little fadsamong
‘educators’ that seemedtoolaughabletocredit only theday beforeyesterday.

- ¥ = l _-
Bureaucrats forcibly emptied Cambodia’s cities of all its citizens

continued on page 5
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“Thelessonswelearninchildhood stay withus. TheBattleof Waterl 0o, they used
tosay, waswonontheplayingfieldsof Eton.

“ButinBritishschool stoday competitivesportshavebeena | but abolished. Itwas
recently reported that in one children’ ssoccer leaguein Ottawaany team that
racked up afive-goal lead would be deemed to have lost, and the losing team
declaredthewinners,tosparetheirfeelings.”

“In an essay on democracy for the New Criterion,” writes Steyn, “ Kenneth
Minoguebegan by ‘ observingtheremarkabl efact that, whiledemocracy meansa
government accountabl etotheel ectorate, our rulersnow makeusaccountabl eto
them. M ost Western governmentshate mesmoking, or eating thewrong kind of
food, or huntingfoxes, or drinkingtoomuch.’”

Thedistributionof our friendsdoesnot a wayscorrespond, asgovernmentsthink
thatitought, tothecultural diversity of our society. Wemust faceuptothegrimfact
that therulersweel ect arel osing patiencewithus.’

Whatever happened to limited government?

“Whattodo?’ asksSteyn. “ Givemeaboy till seven, saidthe Jesuits, and | will
show youtheman. Givemeaboy till seventhgrade, say today’ seducators, andwe
caneliminatethemanproblementirely.”

“ Americansknow howtosol vetheir problemsthroughinitiative, limitedgovern-
ment and hardwork, not throughthenanny state,” saysAmerican Spectator editor
R.Emmett Tyrrell Jr.

“We veadll heardthecomment: ‘I’ mfromtheGovernmentand |’ mheretohelp
you,”” writesradiohost Derry Brownfield. “1 canthink of very fewinstanceswhere
thegovernment actually hel pedme.

“Infact, most of their help hasturned into government interferencethat only
hindersanindividual fromusingcommonsense.

“Thereisnodoubtweall want cleanair, cleanwater andnutritiousfood; butwhen
government becomesinvolved weseemto get theexact opposite.

“TheFDA wantsto control everythingweeat and hasproduceda’ legal brief’
statingthat wehavenoright toconsumeor tofeed our childrenany particular food.
Thebrief reads: * Thereisnodeeply rooted historical traditionof unfettered access
tofood of all kinds. To the contrary, society’ slong history of food regulation
stretchesback tothedietary lawsof biblical times.

“Modernfood safety regul ationintheUnited Stateshasitsrootsintheearly food
lawsof theAmericancolonies.” TheFDA thensitesaVirginialaw passedin 1873,
sayingfarmersarenot alowedtoskimthecreamoff milk beforesallingit.”

However, writesBrownfield, thingshavegottenridicul oudy out of hand

Bureaucrats don’t care, they just enforce their rules

“1 consider JohnMunsell afriend,” writesBrownfield. “Hewasaguest onmy
radioprogramin 2003.

“Johnranasmall meat processing plantin M ontanawherehehad hisproblems
withgovernment authoritiesin 2003, when heredlized hewaspurchasing contami-
nated meat from ConAgra AssoonasJohnrealized themeat hehad purchasedwas
contaminatedwithE. coli, hecaledtheUSDA’ sFood Safety & InspectionService.

“Instead of tracingthemeat back totheseller, theinspectorsfound Johnguilty of
having contami nated meat i n hi spossessionandtook actionagainsthim.

“ John explai ned that hehad purchased themeat fromthelargemultinational
corporation, ConAgra, andit arrivedinthat condition. Theinspector insisted that
sincetheproblemwasinhiscooler, hewasthe personto beblamed.

“Thebureaucratsat FS| Srefusedtotracethemeat back to ConAgra. Johnstated
that FSI Sonly performstrace-back whenthereareillnesses. Unlesspeopleget sick
from consumingthegroundbeef theFSI Swill nottraceit back totheoriginal source,
evenif they haveapositivetest sample, evenifitavoidsillness.”

“Whenwestudy what isredl |y taking placewithinthebureaucrati cagenciesof our
federal government, thequestionarises: Dotheseagenciescare?’

“ Step by step, noleap by leap, wearebeing observed, watched, analyzed, sold
outandtracked,” writescolumnist Dr. LaurieRoth. “Weall must doour small part
ingettingback our country andfreedom.”

Back towardtheend of theVietnamwar, Cambodian madman Pol Potenforced
hisinsanevisionthat thecountry of Cambodiawoul d bebetter off if itscitieswere
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emptiedof people. Hundredsof thousandsof Cambodianswereforced at gunpoint
tovacateal thecountry’ surbanareas, includingthecapital, Phnom Penh.

What followedwasmassstarvationand genocide.

Now, liberalsinCongressaredebatinglegidationthat wouldempty America’ s
rura areas, forcingthepopulationtomovetothebigcities.

“A socia engineeringbill torestrict residenceinthesuburbsandrural areasand
force Americansinto city centershaspassed the United States Senate Banking
Committeeandisonthefast track to passageinthe Senate,” reportsauthor Bob
Livingston.

“Thebill iscaledtheLivableCommunitiesActanditwasintroduced by outgoing
Senator Christopher Dodd. It seekstofulfill theUnited Nation’ splan Agenda?21,
adopted at the Earth SummitinRiodeJaneiroin1992.

“Thishill isdesignedtodestroy your community,” warnsLivingston.

Accordingtothenon-profit American Policy Center thebill:

B |sablueprintforthetransformationof our society intototal Federal control.

B Will enforceFedera SustainableDevel opment zoningand control of local
communities
Will createamassivenew “ devel opment’” bureaucracy.

Will driveupthecost of energy to heat and cool your home.

Will driveupthecost of gasolineasaway to get you out of your car.
Will force you to spend thousands of dollars on your homein order to
comply.

“Theideaof thesesocia engineeringinitiatives,” writesLivingston, “istoforce
peopletoliveinacongested areain highrisebuildingswith housing ontheupper
floorsandstoresonthebottom. Thewhol eareawill belinked by masstransit creating
the' utopian’ communitieslovedby socidigs.

“Obamais—not surprisingly —an advocate of thistype of nonsense. And his
cabinetispopul ated by dlitistswhothink they know better thanyouhow you should
live”

Suchpoliticianshave“turnedtheCaliforniaDreamintoanightmare,” writes
columnistJod Kotkin.

“Californiahaslongbeenadestinationfor thoseseeking abetter placetolive. For
most of its history, the state enacted sensible policies that created one of the
wealthiestandmostinnovativeeconomiesinhumanhistory.

“CdiforniarealizedtheAmericandreambut better, fosteringahugemiddleclass
that, for themost part, ownedtheir homes, sent their kidsto publicschool s, andfound
meaningful work connectedtothestate’ samazingly diverse, innovativeeconomy.

“Recently, though, thedream hasbeenevaporating.

“What went sowrong?Theanswer liesinachangeinthenatureof progressive
politicsinCdifornia

Just look at how government is ruining the state

Duringthesecond half of thetwentieth century, thestate shifted fromanol der
progressivism, whichemphasi zedinfrastructureinvestment and businessgrowth, to
anewer version, whichviewstheprivatesector muchtheway theHunsviewedacity
—assomething to besacked and plundered.

“TheresultistwoseparateCadliforniaredities: alucrativeonefor theweal thy and
for governmentworkers, whoarelargely insulated fromeconomicdecline; anda
grimonefortheprivate-sector middleandworking classes, whoarefleeingthestate.

“Californiadid an enviablejob in traditional approaches to conservation —
protectingitscoastline, preservingwater andair resources, andturninglargetracts
of landintostateparks.

“But Cdlifornia senvironmental movement hasbecomeso powerful thatitfeels
freeto pushitsagendawithout regard for collateral damage donetothe state’s
economy and people. With productiveindustry indeclineandthebus nesscommu-
nity indisarray, eventheharshest regul atory policiesoftenmeet littleresistancein
Sacramento.

“Businessleadersneedtoget back inthegameandremindvotersand politicians
alikeof thetruththat they haveforgotten: only sustained, broadly based economic
growthcanrestorethestate’ spromise.”

“All nationsmust evolve,” writesCaruba, “ but Americaismovingtowardless
freedom of choice, morecontrol over thechoicesthat afreemarket requires. Itis
rejectingitsfounding principlesanditisdoingsobasedonlies.”

Andweseethedeclineof our nationall aroundus.

[110S Ok to burn Bibles, why

continued from page 1 Mudims

not Korans?

endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable

WhentheU.S. washel pingintheretaking Kuwait,
U.S. chaplainsstationedin Saudi Arabiawereordered
toremovethecrossesontheir collars—sonoMuslims
wouldbeoffended. Chaplainswereofficially called
“mordeofficers”

When aPentagonreport wasissued onlast year's
Fort Hood shootings—inwhich 12werekilledand 31
werewounded when U.S. Army psychiatrist Major
Nida Malik Hasanallegedly openedfireat anawards
ceremony—all mentionwasdel etedthat heisaMudim
or that heyelled“AllahisGreat” ashe openedfire.
Why?Becausewecertainly don’t wanttooffend any

Butwhy doesn’ t our government careabout offend-
ingChrigtians?

AttheCongressional HispanicCaucusmesting Sep-
tember 15, Barack Obamadidn’ t giveasecondthought
to Christians’ sensibilities wen he quoted from the
Declarationof Independence. Hedeclared, “Wehold
thesetruthstobeself-evident, that all menarecreated
equal ; endowedwithcertainunaienablerights: lifeand
liberty andthepursuit of happiness.”

What heleft outishighly offensivetoChristians. The
Declarationproclaims. “Weholdthesetruthstobesdl f-
evident, that all men are created equal, that they are

rights, that amongthesearelife, liberty andthepursuit
of happiness.”

Obama omitted any reference to God. This is
America spresident whoinaspeechin Turkey de-
clared: “Whatever weoncewere, we' renolonger a
Chrigtiannation.” Isthat true?AccordingtotheAmeri-
canReligiousldentification Survey by theGraduate
Center of the City University of New York, 76.5
percentor 159 million Americansidentify themselves
asChristianand 1.3 percent are Jewish.

Only 0.5 percent areMusdlim, followersof Islam.
That’ sone-half of onepercent.

continued on page 6
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Wuslims can burn
Bibles, why can't we do
the same (o Korans?

continued from page 5

So, why doespolitical correctnessdemandthat we
walk oneggshells, takingenormouscarenot tooffend
Muslims, one-half of one percent of Americans—but
ignorethefedingsof morethanthethree-fourthsof our
populationwhoareChristian?

WhentheNorth Carolinalegislature asked Pastor
RonBaity toserveasaguest chaplainat thestatehouse,
theminister of Berean Baptist Churchwashonoredto
agree. What hedidn’ t know washow short-livedthat
honor would be. During thelast week of May, when
Pastor Baity was scheduled to open the session in
prayer,aHouseclerk askedtofirst review thetext.

Whenshenoticedthelastline, shesaid, “Wewould
prefer that you not usethenameof Jesus. Wehavesome
peopleherethat canbeoffended.”

But it was Pastor Baity who was most offended.
Whentheclerk rai sedthei ssuewithHouse Speaker Joe
Hackney, Pastor Baity saidplainly, “ My faithrequires
that| pray inHisname. TheBibleisvery clear.”

Intheend, Hackney decided that the pastor could
offer hisprayer—but that it wouldbehislast one. After
that, Baity’ sserviceswould“nolonger beneeded.”

“Whenthegatetel|syouhowtopray, that youcannot
use the name of Jesus — that’s mandating a state
religion,” saysBaity. “ They talk about not offending
other peoplebut at thesametime, if they aretellingme
how topray —that’ sthevery thing our forefathersleft
Englandfor.”

What it it was the other way around”

Imaginetheinternational uproarif anldamiccleric
had beentol d hecould not mentionthenameof Allah.

“Themediastormover anobscureChristianpastorin
Gainesville, Florida, whodecidedtohavea‘ Burnthe
Koran’ day on September 11 hasraised someserious
guestions,” writesjournalist AlisaCraddock.

“What happenswhenaMuslimclericcallsfor the
beheading of a Dutch politician? Not much,” notes
journaist Larry Elder.“What happenswhenan Ameri-

can pastor no one ever heard of threatensto burn a
Koran?Itignitesaninternational outcry.

“Terry Jones, pastor of a 50-member church in
Gainesville, Florida, threatenedtoburntheK oranasa
protest against theproposed constructionof amosque
near thesite of the World Trade Center. Democrats
and Republicans denounced Jones. General David
Petraeus, U.S. commander in Afghanistan, warnedthat
Jones’ actionwould put Americantroopsinlragand
Afghanistanat risk, and hepersonally telephonedthe
pastor todissuadehim.”

Y et, notesElder, wedonot actlikeanythingiswrong
orevenoutof theordinarywhenMudimofficidscall for
themurder of “thosewhowoul d desecratetheK oran
or whowould draw acartoon of Muhammad or who
wouldotherwise' disrespect’ Idam.”

He cites the case of one of Australia s foremost
Mudimclergymen, whorecently calledfor thebehead-
ingof Dutchpolitician Geert Wilders.

Inthepast, the Sydney-based FeizM uhammad has
challenged Muslim parentsto ensurethat their young
childrenbecomeviolentradicas.Hehaspublicly blamed
femadenon-Mudimvictimsof rapeby Mudimmalesas
beingtoblamefor wearingimmodest clothing—they
wentinpublicwithout head coverings.

DeTelegraaf, theNetherlands' |argest newspaper,
postedanaudioclipinwhichtheclericreferstoWilders
as"thisSatan, thisdevil, thispoliticianinHolland” and
proclaimsthat anyonewhotal ksdisrespectful ly about
Idamshouldbekilled by faithful Mudims.

Weareall usedtocivil libertariangroupssuchasthe
ACLU vigorously defending vile speech — such as
entertainers’ rightstouseprofanity ontelevision. So,
asksElders, “wherearethefree-speech groups’ de-
fending Wilders, who hasdaredto speak out against
|dam’ sabuseof women?

“If aproposed K oranburninggeneratesinternational
newsandcondemnation,isn’tthecall by anAustralian
Muslimclericfor thebeheading of ademocratically
elected politician worthy of afew moments on the

network nightly news?’

Afterdl,themediawent ballisticover Jones' call
toburntheKoran, notesElders.

““How darethispastor of some church nobody
ever heard of show insufficient respectfor Idam?
they demanded. Then,” notes Elders, “the same
mediaignoresproclamationsof jihad or religious
war on non-Muslimsthat demandsreplacement of
all non-1damicgovernments, aswell astheconver-
sionof all tolslam, by forceif necessary.”

Offensiveactsby Chrigtiansaredenouncedonthe
eveningnewsandonthefront pagesof theNew York
Times. Offensive acts by Muslims are ignored.
Excusesareoffered for suchincidentsasthe Fort
Hood shootingsor thefact that theBeltway Sniper
afew yearsagowasaMuslim.

Why such a double standard?

Dr. Fred Gotthell isaneconomicsprofessor at the
Universty of Illinois.Hecal lshimself a“ Keynesan-
typeeconomist” whois" not afraid of deficit spend-
ing” —not exactly Reaganesque. In January 2009,
some 900 academics signed afour-page petition
calling for aU.S. abandonment of the support of
Israel. Gotthell learned that many of the petition
signatoriesbel ongedtofaculty fromwomen’ sand
gender studiesdepartments. Hedecided to conduct
anexperiment.

Wouldthesameprofessorssigna“ Statement of
Concern” over theanti-humanrights, anti-gay, anti-
womanpracticesintheMudimMiddeEast?Gotthell
composed afour-pagedocument citing evidenceof
atrocities, dongwiththenamesof Mudimclericsand
scholarsdefending theseviolationsof human de-
cency. Hee-mailed hisstatement to 675 signersof
theanti-lsragl petition.

What happened?” Theresultsweresurprising,”
Gotthell said, “ eventhough| thought theresponses
wouldbefew. They werea most nonexistent.”

Hiscolleagueswoul dnot denouncel damicatroci-
ties—althoughthey clamoredtodenouncelsradl.

“Why?" asksElders.” A denunciationof Mudim
practi cessuggestsasuperiority of Americanvaues
andculture. Theleftfindsthisobjectionable.”
Gotthell putitthisway: “Ifleftist‘ progressives redly
cared aboutwomen, gaysand | esbians, thenthey would
befightingfor their rightsinplaceswheresuchrightsare
redlly violated—likeunder HamasinGazaandunder the
mullahsinlran. Butdoingsowouldlegitimizetheirown
society anditsval uesandthereforecompletely cripple
their entire identity and life purpose, and so their
purported concernforwomen, gaysandlesbianshasto
gooutthewindow.”

“It is abizarre and dangerous double standard,”
writesElders, “ that allowsaPastor Jonesto become
morenotoriousthanaFeizMuhammad.”

Why did Jones want to burn a Koran?

“Hismotivation,” accordingto Craddock, “is, ac-
cordingto hisownwords, torai seawarenessamong
the people of thiscountry that ISsamisnot what itis
pretending to be. He wanted to send a message to
radical |slamthat wedon’ twant themtodo herewhat
they aredoinginEurope—namely imposeshari'alaw.”

Jonesnotedthat whenMuslimsareatiny minority,
they arepeaceful, but astheir numbersgrow, they begin
asserting themselvesandimposing their beliefsand
cultureonthecountry inwhichthey’ vesettled.

“Inaddition,” writes Craddock, Jones points out
quitecorrectly thecountlessoffensesagainst Christians
inMuslimcountries, of themurder of Christians, burn-
ingof Churches, and desecration of our holy booksand
objectsaroundtheworld.”

Jones" haschallengedtheldamicworldthatif they
wish Americanstobesensitivetotheir religioussensi-
bilities, thenhewantsthelmamresponsiblefor theso-
caled* GroundZeroMosgue' toshow likesensitivity
tothepeopl eof thiscountry wholost loved onesinan
Idamist Terror attack ontheWorld Trade Center, and
not construct two blocks away what isessentially a
monumenttoldamicJihad’ svictory.”

Y es. Several hundred Bibleshad beenprintedupin
thelocal Pashtoand Dari languages, and sentby private

continued on page 7
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donorsto American Christian soldiersand chaplains
who requested them —for distribution to American
troopsonoverseasmilitary bases.

Accordingtomilitary regulations, such Biblescanbe
given by soldiersasgiftsduring their off-duty time,
handed out to Afghani citizenswhowel comeservice-
menintotheir homes. TheBiblecanbegivenoutasan
expressionof Americangratitudefor Afghani hospita-
ity, promoting the democratic ideal s of freedom of
religion and freedom of the press. Thenew Afghani
Condtitutionspecificaly dlowsthefreedomtoprintand
distributeBiblesor any other religiousmaterial.

However, theObamaAdministration orderedthe
Biblesgathered upand burned.

The order came after the Muslim controlled al-
Jazeeratel evisionnetwork had obtainedvideofootage
of theBibles, heldby Americansoldierswhilelistening
toachaplainontheBagramAir Base—insidethebase
chapel . Thesermonencouraged evangelisticoutreach
and persona witnessing.

TheObamaAdministrationwasembarrassed. Such
valuesof freedom of religion, freedom of the press,
freedom of assembly andfreedom of speechareoffen-
sive to extremist Muslim groups. The footage also
angered a small group of American atheists, who
demandedthechaplainbepunishedfor” proselytizing”
becausehesimply repeated Jesus’ wordsto“ Goand
makedisciplesof al nations’ inchurch.

Imagine if they had burned Korans!

Incredibly, thea - Jazeeravideo showsthechaplain
properly explainingU.S. Centrd Command’ sGenera
Order Number One, whichprohibitsforcingreligious
conversionshy threatsor weapons, but fully permits
soldiersof any religiontoengageinnon-threatening,
voluntary conversationsabouttheir faith.

Italsoallowsgivingprivategifts,includingbooks, to
Afghani citizensduringoff-duty hoursintheir unofficia
capacity.

TheAfghani Congtitutionspecifically protectsfree-
domof thepressandreligion, sonolawswerebroken
by our troops.

Al-JazeeraevenadmittedtheBiblescouldhavebeen
useful inhelping soldierslearn the Pashto and Dari
languagesof the Afghanpeople.

Instead, theseprivately owned Bibleswereconfis-
cated and burned. U.S. military spokesman Mgjor
Jennifer Willis told Reuters reporters, “1 can now
confirm that the Bibles shown on al-Jazeera’ s clip
were, in fact, collected by the chaplains and later
destroyed. They werenever distributed.”

After WorldWar I, General DouglasMacArthur

pleaded with Christiansto send missionariesto Japan
—alandthat wasdevastatedand dispirited. Thedivinity
of the Emperor had been discredited and the people
weredistraught. McArthur told Christian|eadersthat
they had ararewindow of opportunity to transform
Japan.
“Wemust have10,000Christianmissionariesanda
millionBibles,” sasidM cArthur, accordingtoRodger R.
Venzke, author of Confidencel nBattle—Inspiration
In Peace.

But now, things have changed

“Thespeedwithwhichour Presidentisworkingto
dismantleand collapsethisgovernment anditsJudeo-
Christian culture,” writesCraddock, “and givenhis
Muslimroots, itisnowonder peoplesuspect him.

“Hehasshown preferential treatmenttoMuslims,
includinghaltingtheprosecution of theaccused bomb-
ersof theUSSCole.

“If youarefamiliar withthe12thImamprophecies,
theworld must bebrought to utter ruinbeforethe 12th
Imam can return. Is our president, who has shown
disdainfor our Judeo-Christian heritage, our history
and achievements, and shown outright contempt for
our alies,workingwithldamtocollapseour economic
systemand de-devel op our country?”

Doesthat explainthepreferentia treatment givento
thesensbilitiesof one-haf of onepercentof America' s
popul ation—at theexpenseof 72 percent?Or what is
goingoninEurope?

There, Germany’ sChancellor AngelaMerkel says
that Germanshavefailedtograsphow Mudimimmi-
grationhastransformedtheir country andwill haveto
come to terms with more mosgues than churches
throughout thecountryside, accordingtothe Frank-
furter AllgemeineZeitung daily newspaper.

“Our country isgoing to carry on changing, and
integrationisal soatask for thesociety takingupthe
task of dealingwithimmigrants,” Merkel said. “ For
years We' ve been deceiving ourselves about this.
Mosques, for example, aregoingtobeamorepromi-
nent part of our citiesthanthey werebefore.”

Germany, withapopulationof 4-5millionMudims,
has been divided by a debate over remarks by the
Bundesbank official ThiloSarrazin,whosaysTurkish
and Arabimmigrantsarefailingtointegrateand are
swamping Germany withahigher birthrate.

Xo one dares to speak out

However, Merkel’ sremarksrepresent thefirst offi-
cia acknowledgment of concernsthat Germany, like
other European countries, is destined to become a
strongholdof Idam.

InFrance, 30 percent of childrenage20yearsand
belowareMudims. TheratioinParisandMarseillehas
soared to 45 percent. In southern France, there are
moremosguesthanchurches.

ThestuationwithintheUnited Kingdomisnot much
different. Inthelast 30years, theMuslim population
therehasclimbedfrom82,000to2.5million. Presently,
thereareover 1,000mosquesthroughout Great Britain
—many of whichwereformerly churches.

InBelgium, 50 percent of thenewbornsareMudims
andthel slamicpopulation hoversaround 25 percent.
A similar statisticholdstruefor theNetherlands.

InRussig, oneinfiveinhabitantsisaMudim.

AndtheMudimworldisfully awareof whatisgoing
on. Libyandictator Muammar Gaddafi recently stated
that “ Therearesignsthat Allahwill grant victory to
Islamin Europewithout sword, without gun, without
conguest. We don’t need terrorists; we don’t need
homicidebombers. The 50 plusmillionMuslimsin
Europewill turnitintotheMudimcontinentwithinafew
decades.”

Ineach country, official sarecomingunder political
pressuretoingtituteshari’ a, Ilamiclaw, whichmakes
itlegal for ahusbhandtobrutalizehiswifeor wives, puts
the blamein cases of rape on thevictim and allows
“honor killings” inwhich someonewho convertsto
Chrigtianity may bemurdered by family members.

Under shari’ a, Muslimmen havemorerightsthan
Mudimwomen,whohavemorerightsthanChristianor
Jawisnmen. Evenlower onthescaleareChristianand
Jewishwomen, thenHindus, New Agersandatheists.
Mudimmenarepermittedtoownandsdl non-Mudims
asdaves. They areprohibitedfromengaginginfriend-
shipswithnon-Muslims. Lyingand chestingnon-Mus-
limsispermittedif it advancesthespread of Islam.

30, what do we do?

“What do we do about a religion that wants to
conguer anddominateus?”’ asksCraddock. “ Theonly
real remedy isarobust and publicly endorsed Chris-
tianity: acodeof freedomin Christ, not theslavery of
Islam. Our God gaveusfreewill. Wemust submitto
Himvoluntarily, orwewill eventually submittoAllah
forcefully. It sour choice. Only areturntofaith and
family valueswill preserveour country.”

“1 havewatched with agreat deal of curiosity the
feeding frenzy created by theWhiteHouseregarding
theburning of theK oranby apastorinFlorida,” writes
conservativecolumnist Dave Daubenmire. | amal-
waysleery of whereitisthemediaistryingtotakeme.

“Firstof all, they want ustoknow that Pastor Terry
Jonesshepherdsa’ small congregation’ inGainesville,
Florida, asif behavior isvalidated by the number of
followersthat onehas. Evidently Joel Osteen’ sversion
of the Gospel isbetter than Pastor Jones' becausehe
hassuchalargefollowing.

“You certainly realize that thiswhole event was
drivenby theWhiteHouse, don’tyou?Don’ tyoufind
it troubling that the President, Hillary, Eric Holder,
Genera Petreausand Robert Gatesweighedinonthis
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inggnificant Pastor’ shehavior?Whywoul dthey choose
toblow oxygenonthat smal fire?ThePresdentignores
appealsfor hisbirth certificate but speaks out on a
small-potatoespastor? Tell meyouarenot that stupid.

Drawing parallels

“Itdidn’thappenby accident. | would say that there
isadirect connectiontotheGround ZeroM osqueand
theWhiteHouse' sattempt to show ushow intol erant
Chrigtianityis:* Y ouseenow don’tyou?Chrigtianscan
beradical too... but they don’ trepresent all of Chris-
tianity. It isa‘fringe’ group. Most Christians are
moderate and tolerant.”” —that’ sthe message, says
Daubenmire.

“Do me a favor. Reread that last sentence and
substitute* Muslim’ everywhereyousee* Christian.’
That istheagenda. Except they fail to point out that a
radical Christianiswillingtodiefor hisfaith, whilea
radial Mudlimwantstokill for his.

“Theactionsof sacrificial Christiansandtheactions
of radical Mudlimsbear noresemblance.

“Of course, ' moderate’ Christiansalwaysjumpinto
themediatrap. Theyfall all over eachothertoletthe
worldknowthat ‘lunatic’ Pastor Terry Jonesdoesnot
represent‘their’ Christianity. Whatever that means!

“Butthatistheheart of theproblem: ‘their’ Christian-
ity. Toomany haveremadeGodintheirimage.” writes
Daubenmire,” Sadly, therearemany differentversons
of Chrigtianity intheworldtoday, andeachoneclaims
tospeak for God—most afigment of theirimagination.

“Let meask you atroubling questionthat perhaps
youhaven't hadthecouragetoask yourself. What if
Godredlly didtell Pastor JonestoburntheKoran?As
| listenedtoa’ moderateChristian’ talk show hostthis
morning speak for Christianity anditsvirtues,among
themostimportantwas' respect’ and‘ tolerance’ for
‘other religions’ and especially their * holy books.” |
couldn’t hel pbut ask myself apiecing question.

What would Jesus do?

“DoesJesusrespect andtolerateother religions?’
asksDaubenmire.” Did Jesusdietomerely sharethe
platformwiththeother religiousheadliners?AreHis
followerssupposedto put Muhammad, Buddhaand
theboysonequal footingwiththeKing of Kingsand
Lordof Lords?

“Does Jesus respect |slam? Would afollower of
Jesusever burnabook?M ost Christianssay no. Ever
wonder what theBiblesays?

“InActs19, Paul orchestrated theburning of books
onwitchcraftwhich* mightily grewthewordof Godand
prevailed.

“Would you object to the burning of the Satanic
Bible, or are Christians supposed to ‘respect’ and
‘tolerate’ itaswell?Which*holy’ book hasledmore
peopletohell, theSatanic Bibleor theK oran?

“Standing up for Jesus in the public square has
become‘intolerant.” But Acts4tellsus: ‘Neitheris
theresalvationinany other: for thereisnoneother name
under heaven givenamong men, whereby wemust be
saved.’ John14:6isclear:  Jesussathuntohim, | amthe
way, thetruth, and thelife: no man cometh unto the
Father, but by me.””

Indeed, inthe Ten Commandments, Godproclaims:
“l amtheL ord thy Godwhich hasbrought theeout of
theland of Egypt, out of thehouse of bondage. Thou
shalt have no other gods before me.”

“Noother gods,” writesDaubenmire. “ Hereisthe
point.If ‘religion’ ismerely tobeused asaset of values
by whichweliveour lives, then| supposeit doesn’'t
matter whichoneyouchoose. Butif heavenandhell are
real, and therereally islife beyond thisworld, then
‘religion’ takesonawholenew perspective.

“Chrigtianity isnot apopul arity contest.

“IftheBibleistrue, thenall other roadsleadtohell.”

“1 think it istime Christians stopped worrying so
much about being niceand started being honest. Does
Jesusrespect |damorisHejea ous?Itwouldbehoove
ustoknow thecorrect answer.

Ontheother hand, writesSan RamonValley (Cali-
fornia) Herald newspaper reporter Lisa Gardiner,
“Idamisn’'tinAmericatobeequal toany other faithbut
tobecomedominant. TheK oran, theMuslimbook of

continued on page 8
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scripture, should bethehighest authority in America,
andldamtheonly acceptedreligiononEarth.”

Shenoted how Americanshavebeenintimidated
intosilence. Shecitedlawsuitsfiled against theWash-
ington Times, the Los Angeles Times, the National
Post, National Review, varioustalk radio hosts, and
evensevera collegenewspapers.

“Itisreally impossibleto know how many people
have been intimidated with these lawsuits,” agrees
columnist Andrew Whitehead, whowassuedin 2004
forwritingacolumndenouncingldam.

AccordingtoDaniel Pipes, director of theMiddle
East Forum, Mudimleadersfrequently meetwithmem-
bersof Congressandtheadministrationonanunofficia
basis.

Their goal is to ban all cricicism of Iskam

“Withthethreat of Id amaphobiaintheir back pocket,”
henotes, Mudlimlawyers* havebeenableto steer the
media snarrative’ aswell—brandinganythingnegetive
about|dlamas*” hatespeech.”

It would be as if the White House succeeded in
banningany criticismof Barack Obamaasthreatening
national security.

“Thestrugglefor civil rightsforged anational com-
mitment to preservingfreespeechinthefaceof hostile
audiences,” writesDaniel Huff. “Itisalarming how
quickly the Koran controversy has melted that re-
olve”

Huff istheDirector of theLegd ProjectattheMiddle
East Forum. A lawyer, heprevioudy served ascounsel
totheSenateJudiciary Committee.

“Initially,” he writes, “everyone from Mayor
BloombergtotheWhiteHouseaffirmedarighttoburn
the book even as they condemned the act. Then
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Genera DavidPetraeusgotinvolved, followedby the
FBI, and now SupremeCourt.

“ JusticeStephen Breyer saysK oranburningmay not
be protected speech after all. The key to thisrapid
reversal was Genera Petraeus warning that Koran
burning ‘ could endanger troops and thewar effort.
Although styled asarequest not ademand, hiscom-
mentslaidthelegal foundationfor compelledgovern-
ment censorship.

“The reason is that the Constitution permits the
government to censor speechif necessary toachievea
compellinggovernmentinterest,” notesHuff.“ Thisisa
very high standard, but thefact that the nation’ stop
commander madeararepublicapped for restraint will
be cited as strong evidencethat avoiding offenseto
Mudimsisessentia tothenational interest.

“Oncethisdangerouspremiseisaccepted, thedoor
isopentocourtinjunctionsaga nst speechthatinflames
Mudimsentimentinstrategically importantlocations.”

That hasalready started. The New Jersey Transit
Authority recently firedan 11-year veteranemployee
for burningtheKoranata9/11rally.

How can this he?

Ordinarily,” notesHuff, “agovernment employee
cannot bedismissedfor expressing personal viewson
amatter of publicconcernunlessitinterfereswiththe
orderly functioning of theworkpl ace.

“Inaseriesof casesarisngout of civil rightsdemon-
strations, the Supreme Court explicitly heldthat free
expressioncannot belimited‘ simply becauseit might
offendahostilemob.’”

TheSupremeCourt knew that they couldn’ t create
“theheckler’ sveto.” They couldn’tbanany freespeech
that might offend somebody.

Muslims can burn

Bibles, why can't we do
the same to Korans?

continued from page 7

S0, howisburningtheK orandifferent?Y earsago
inafamouscase, theSupremeCourtruledthat Nazis
hadtheright to marchthrough aJewish neighbor-
hoodinSkokie, llinois. Inanother cased, “ Dunlapv.
City of Chicago,” officia shad denieddemongtrators
apermit to march in a predominantly white area
becauseevery prior smilar protestinthevicinity had
resultedinviolence.

“Whenthey sued,” writesHuff, “ thedistrict court
not only orderedthecity topermittheparade,italso
demandedofficia sprovidepolicemen’‘insuchnum-
bersasarerequiredto afford adequate protection’
tothemarchers.

“Whentheviolenceofficialsfeared materiaized,
thecourt allowedasuitagainstthecity for providing
insufficient policeprotection.

“Theargument that speech shouldbecensoredto
prevent violence was rejected in the civil rights
context andit should not beaccepted now.

“Thatiswhat madeit sofrustrating,” writesHuff
tohear Obama'“ denounceK oranburningfor fear of
offendingMudlims, butinsisttheFirst Amendment
rightsof theGround Zero M osqueplannerstrump
the' extraordinary sengitivitiesaround9/11."”

Basically, thenon-MudlimsopposingtheGround
Zero Mosque “are being punished for not being
violent,” writesHuff.

“Ingsting Americanscurbtheir Firss Amendment
rightsindeferencetoMudims, but not askingMus-
l[imstodothesamewhen Americansareoffended
createsaprivileged statusfor Isam,” headds.

That's what the extremists want

“Theirgoal istoimposearadica brandof Iamic
law on society at large,” writesHuff. “ Censoring
speechthatinsultsor critiquesidamisthefirststep
inthisprocessandtheU.S. government should not
bedoingitforthem.

“Curbingfreespeechrightsbuysonly temporary
appeasement and comesat ahighcost. Not only do
we compromise our principles, but it emboldens
extremistswhowill concludetheAdministrationis
fearful of retaliation.”

Anenormousproblemisthat Americanand Euro-
pean officials do not understand the Muslim
worldview, saysauthor Bruce S. Thornton. “ The
great historian of Soviet Russia, Robert Conquest,
oncewrote something about thedangersof naive
diplomacy that I’ mremindedof daily.

Conguestwrote: “Wearestill faced withtheabso-
lutely crucial problem of makingtheintellectual and
Imaginativeeffort not to project our ideasof common
senseor natural motivation” ontotheSoviets.

Inotherwords, just becausean Americanor aBritish
general makesadecisionbased onfacts, didnot mean
that aSoviet general woulddothesame. Hismotivation
might bepolitics—particularly whenhewasgivenno
choicebuttofollow party policy by apolitical officer
who had veto power over hisevery decision.

Not evervhody does it like we do

During World War I1, American leaders did not
know that Japanese chai n-of-commandwasfractured
by zeal ots. A general might announceacourseof action,
only tobeunderminedby colonel sor evenlieutenants
who defied him becausethey believed hewasbeing
cowardly. IntheAllied command structure, suchac-
tionswouldbemutiny. Inthe Japanesesystem, itwas
just something commandershadtohandle—fightingnot
only theenemy, buttheir ownambitiousstaff members.

Peoplefromdifferent culturesmisunderstandtheir
opponents, wroteConquest. Culturesmisunderstand
other cultures. They assumethat thelight of their own
parochia common senseisenough.

“Theyframepoliciesbasedonillusons.”

America s30-year strugglewithIslamicjihad has
beendefined by just thissort of failureof imagination,
saysThornton. Heistheauthor of theDeclineand Fall:
Europe’ sSow-Motion Suicide.

“Thediplomaticpathol ogy hasmuchdeeper roots,”
hewarns,“ andreflectsal arger set of assumptionsabout
human and statebehavior going back totheEnlighten-
ment—what wecancall utopianuniversalism. Inthis

continued on page 9
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view, al peoplesareessentially rational andwant the
samepolitical and socia goods, particularly persond
freedomandmaterial prosperity.”

But that’s not true, he says

“1f they behaveirrationally or destructively, blame
thisonthefact that they havenot yet been educated to
their trueinterests. They remainmiredinancient super-
gtitions, particularly thoseof religion, ethnicloyalties,
andnationaism. Y etintime,” Westerndiplomatsbe-
lieve, “the progress of knowledge, technology, and
global tradewill sweep away theseimpedimentsto
happiness.”

Thisisnot trueat all when dealingwithIslam, he
writes. Nevertheless, Americanpolicy pretendsitis.

U.S.diplomatsfervently believethat“ thesameglo-
bal progressthat hasledtointernational law, interna-
tional courtsof justice, andtransnationd ingtitutionslike
theUnitedNationswill, eventualy liberatepeoplefrom
irrationd loyaltiesandviolence.”

Americanpolicy makersareconvincedthat“ diplo-
matic discussion and engagement, predicated on a
global ‘harmony of interests and mediated by
transnational organizations, will replaceviolenceasthe
meansfor resolvingconflict,” writesThornton.

That's a serious mistake, he says

“Theseidedl sreflect aparticul ar history —that of the
West—beginninginancient Greeceand Jerusalemand
developedfurther by theRomansand Christianity.

“WithintheWestitsdlf,” writesThornton, “this' mor-
alizinginternationalism,’” ashistorianCorelli Barnett
callsit, wasexploded by thecarnageof thetwentieth
century,inwhichnationalistandethnicloyalties, inco-
herent political religionslikefascismand Communism,
andfindly arenewedrdigiousfanaticismhavecreated
mountai NSof corpses.

“Thecritical intellectua errorinthisutopianviewis
theassumptionthat becauseall peoplesarecapableof
desiringgoodssuch asfreedomand prosperity, then

thesewill trumpall others.”

Christian philosopher Michael Novak haswritten
that thereis” universal hunger for freedom,” onethat dl
peoplescan satisfy withtheright political valuesand
inditutions.

“But,” notes Thornton, “ peopleand nationshave
other hungers aswell:tofollow God' swill, togetrich,
toacquirepower andprestige, or totakerevengeonan
enemy. If we dismissthese, then we will construct
policiesbased onillusions, policiesdoomedtofail and
thuscompromiseour security andinterests.

“Diplomaticengagementdemandsaneffortof imagi-
nation.” Policymakersmust recognizethesemotiva
tions, writes Thornton, “no matter how strange or
repdlent.”

Itisamistaketo* dismissthemor subordinatethem
toour own” way of thinking.

Remember the Third Reich

“Thisfailureof imaginationininternationa relations
was apparent long before our current conflict with
modernjihadism,” hecontinues.“ TheAlliescreatedthe
L eagueof Nations, theineffectuality of whichwasclear
long beforetheriseof Adolf Hitler. Hitler manipul ated
masterfully thesedel usions, especially thedesirefor
peace, andusedthediplomatic” engagement” atMunich
totakeanother steptowardhisaimof anAryanempire.

“Expansi oni st Soviet Communismwasabetted by
thedelusionsof Cold War diplomacy predicated on
fal seassumptionsabout Soviet motives.

“BritishPrimeMinigter NevilleChamberlainfailedto
imaginethat Hitler andthe Germans, fired by fascist
passionsandthelust for recoveringlost prestigeand
power, wereeager for conflict and had spent most of
theinterwar periodpreparingforit,” writesThornton.
“Worseyet, thisignoranceof truemotivesputsoneat
adisadvantagewhendealingwith anaggressor, who
canconceal hisaimsunder thepretext of diplomatic
negotiation (asHitler did), thusbuyingtimeand misdi-
recting hisadversary by theduplicitousendorsement of
idealsheknowsareimportanttothe\West.”

Now, wearemaking thesesamemistakesall over

againaswedeal withtheMuslimworld, headvises.

“Despitetheexampl esof thesehistorical failures, we
have made the same mistakes in our conflict with
Islamicjihad, startingwiththelranian Revolutionin
1979,” writes Thornton. “ Rather than attempting to
understandthereligiousmotivesof I amicjihadists,
whichthey clearly articulateandlink tothei r reading of
traditional Islam, wereducetheminstead to our own
secularized, materiaistbdliefs.

“IntheWesttoday, religiousfaithisoftendismissed
asaMarxist‘opiate’ oraFreudian‘illusion,” amere
compensationfor moresignificant materia causessuch
aseducation, economicadvancement, or political free-
dom.

“Religionistrividizedintoamerelifestylechoiceor
sourceof privatetherapeutic solace. Shaped by these
prejudices, weassumethat [Idamfunctionssmilarly for
|slamistsasChristianity doesfor today’ sChristians,
and so cannot betheprimemover of their murderous
deeds.”

Policies based on illusions

Thuswerefusetobelievethat,inthe21st century,a
major worldreligioncould serveastheprimary moti-
vatingforceforjihadistsaroundtheworld.

“ Suchhasbeenthefail ureof imaginationplaguingour
encounterwithviolentjihad,” advisesThornton.“ Armed
withthesereductionsof thelslamist causeto our own
prejudicesandideal s, President Obamahasattempted
to*engage’ thelslamicworldwithadiplomaticout-
reach predicated on Americanguilt—asif sufficient
Americanpenancewill dissuadejihadistsfromtheir
religiousfanaicism.

“Yetfordl of theeffortsat anew beginninghemade
duringhisspeechlastyearinCairo, for al the* extended
hands and solicitousletterstolranianleaderstouting
theirreligionandcivilization, Obamahasreapedlittle
but contempt. [ ran continuesitsmarchtoward nuclear
weapons. Asit hasinthepast, thefailureof diplomatic
Imagination hasblinded usto our enemy’ smotives,
leading ustopoliciesbased onillusions—and putting
our national security atrisk.”

Lommies, comics marching on Washington

continued from page 1

Colbert. Thetwohavedaily “faux news’ or fakenewsshowsinwhichthey parody

Thetworallies” couldeasily produceatally of morethanamillionfollowers, but
ithasyet tobeseenwhether thecurrent pacecan continueor whether thesepeople

theday’ scurrentevents. Stewartishlatantly liberal inhisstand-uproutinesandskits - will actually show up,” wrotecolumnist Jay Tower.
Ontheliberal Internet newssitetheDaily Beast, theeditorsproclaimed unless

m

on“TheDaily Show.”

“TheColbert Report” issupposedly conservative. It
spunoff of Stewart’ sshow, whereColbert had played
abumbling reporter who usually lost argumentsby
posingabsurd challengestoliberal dogma.

Now on hisown show, Colbert plays ablustery
right-wing pundit. How muchof hisactissincereis
opentospeculation. Heishighly supportiveof theU.S.
military, evengoingthroughafew daysof boot camp
andreceivinganenlisteehaircut oncamera.

Lampoons conservatives

Hefrequently featuresactual soldiers, sailors, ma-
rines and airmen in a respectful manner and has
broadcast fromIrag, whereheconducted USO-type
showsfor thetroops. However, far too often, hehas
funlampooningtherightwing.

Withinhoursof Stewart announcinghewouldhold
a“Rally toRestoreSanity” ontheweekend beforethe
November 2’ sElectionDay, Colbert proclaimedthat
hewould hold acounter-rally, the*Marchto Keep
Fear Alive,” scheduled at thesametimeand placeas
Stewart’ srally.

“Inanifty two-for-one,” reported GloriaGoodale
of theLosAngelesTimes, “fansof Comedy Centra’s
late night ‘fake news block now have both Jon
Stewart and Stephen Col bert headed to Washington—
onHalloweenweekend, noless.

Promoted onpopular Internet socia networkingsitessuchasTwitter, Redditand
Facebook, thetwo* duelingrallies,” quickly had thousandsof peoplepledgingto
attendoneor theother. Withindaysof announcingthesimultaneousrallies, Stewart
braggedthat heal ready had more peoplepledgedtoattend theevent thanhad come
toGlennBeck’ s“RestoringHonor” rally attheLincolnMemorial.
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Stewart’ sraly significantly under-producesfromitscur-
rent numbers, itwill undoubtedly belarger thanBeck’s.
Stewarthassoldhisraly asanefforttogiveavoicetomore

: | reasonable moderates, who heclamsmakeup alarger
| i percentageof thepopulation.”

' Dueling rallies?

“ Stewart arguedthat thecurrent political discoursein
Americaisdominated by those who advocate the most
extremeviewpoints, andwiththeloudest voice. Whilenot
specifically mentioning Beck, hisreferenceseemedclear.
Colbertwill likely bemockingpersonditieslikeBeck with
his‘MarchtoKeepFear Alive.””

Colbert enthusiastshad been pushingfor their “leader”
tohostwhat they hadbeencallinga” Restoring Truthiness’
rally asasatirical counterweight to Beck’ sevent onthe
stepsof theLincolnMemorial. But,inamovethat political
commentator Jeffrey Jonescaled” very smartindeed,” the
two comicsoptedinsteadto headlinesupposedly compet-
ingrdlies

“In the spirit of the spooky season, the two may be
donning the cloak of fun and games,” wrote the Daily
Beast but as Stewart says, he has a grown-up goal: to
revivethemoderatecenter of our civicdiscourse.

“Thedecisontojoinforcesspeaksvolumesabout their

underlyingmoativations,” said Jones, author of Entertain-
ing Politics: Satiric Television and Political Engagement.

“Theeventisset onthedoorstep of theNovember 2 el ection, which makesits
potential impact withyounger votersundeniable,” saysAri Berman, apolitical
correspondent for the Nation. “ The younger demographic, which came out so
effectively for Obamain 2008, has been noticeably disaffected inthismidterm
election. I’ spossiblethat amajor event hosted by twomediafigureswithsuchcaché

continued on page 11



Page 10 Christian Grusadel

Lrowds testily Lo

\orman Rockivells 88

unique greatness

continued from page 3

Rockwell created visua storiesthat expressedthewantsof anation. Hehel pedclarify our

nation’ svision through the dark days of World War 11, then the Korean War, and the
confusionof theCivil RightsmarchesandtheVietnamwar.

Hisprolific career spanned thedaysof horse-drawn carriagestothe Apollo 11 moon
landing. Whilehi story wasinthemakingall aroundhim, Rockwell chosetofill hiscanvases
with the small details and
nuancesof ordinary people
ineveryday life.

Hecaught theessenceof
theAmericanspirit.

“I paintlifeasl wouldlike
ittobe,” Rockwell oncesaid.
Petriotic,idedlitic,innocent,
hispaintingsevokeal onging
for a time and place that
Americayearnsfortoday.

Accordingto Spielberg,
“Rockwell painted the
Americandream—betterthan

anyone”

SPECIAL TODAY
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Kitchen Patrol Duty

“Criticswouldlikely seizeuponthesight” of the
long lines at the Smithsonian “to observe that
popular approva doesnot equdl artisticquality,”
writesRyanL . Cole, “especially whentheartin
questionisinsufficiently socialy aware.

Certainly that was the view of Washington
Postart criticBlakeGopnik, whoinreviewingthe
Smithsonianexhibitionderided Rockwell as“the

cowardly, ‘aw,
shucks epitome
of Middle
America

Rockwell
“doesn’t chal-
lengeany of us,
or himself, to
think new
thoughts or try
new actsor look
withfresheyes”
wrote Gopnik.
“Fromthedoc-
ilerealismof his
style to the re-
ceived ideas of
hissubjects, Rockwel | reliably kegpsusrightinthemiddleof
our comfortzone.”

Andthat’ swhy heisfamousandlovedandrevered—and
why you probably never heard of Gopnik beforereadingthis
article. TheSmithsonianshow, drawnfromthecollectionsof
moviemakersL ucasand Spielberg, confirmsthat Rockwell
had a deep understanding of America' s character and a
masterly ability toconvey ittocanvas.

Hisvisionfocused onour virtues, notour sins.

“Butonly inthesdlf-loathinglandscapeof contemporary
intellectual thought woul dthat becausefor criticism,” writes
Cole.

Workingfrommeticulously staged photographs, Rock-
well usedsmall, easily recogni zablescenariostocreatepl ot-
drivenvignettesof Americanlife.

Hispaintings, prints, and sketchescel ebratefamily, tradi-
tion, democracy, and freedom. Here are malt shops and
marbleschamps, young boysrunningaway fromhomeand
young menreturningfromwar; romance, new andold; and
ingpirational national figures, past and present.
Thesearenot snapshotsfromawhitewashed fantasy but
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picturesfromaworldthat still exists, full of valuesand Becausein America, asRockwell knew, democracyis

principleswestill need.

outtoday.

continued from page 1
amongyounger voters‘ couldeasily helptomobilizeactionintimeforthe
election,” hesaid. Onethingiscertain, ‘ al themediawill bethere, soitwill
besuretoget coverage.’”

most oftenfoundinschool-board, city-council, andtown-

In“TheRunaway,” from 1958, ayoungboy sits  hal meetings.
perched on asoda-fountain stool, hisworldly be- It takes courage to stand up in a crowd of friends,
longingsfoldedintoaknapsack restingonthefloor;  family,andneighborsandmakeanargumentfor or against
hechatswithasympatheticpolicemanandanamused  something.
sodajerk. Despitethetitle, it’ sdoubtful theboy will Rockwell wasright to celebratethosewillingtotake
end up far from home, but hisflight representsa  publicstandsonissues; without them, theAmericanidea
youthful desireforindependence. falsapart.

InRockwell’ sfamous“Homecoming,” aG.l.is  “Near theexhibit’ sexit,” reports Cole, guestswere
greeted by atenement full of friendsandfamilyat  encouragedto put downtheirthoughtsinasmall spiral
war’s end. It recreates a scene that played out notebook. A quick glancethroughthepagesshowsthe
thousandsof timesfor thoselucky enoughtoreturn - words* memories,” ‘laughter,” ‘tears,” and ‘inspiring’
homefromcombat. Withafew changes,itdtill plays usedrepeatedly, andall followedby ‘ thank you.’

“Lettherebenodoubt; Rockwell’ swork still holdsthe

To Gopnik and other critics, thisrenderingis powertomoveitsviewers,tostirtheirimaginations, and
emblematicof dl thatiswrongwithRockwell. Why  beamback abit of their ownreflection.
celebratei nterchangeableAmericansparticipatingin “1t continuesto remind Americansof theidealsand
harmless, smdl-scaecivicduty? dreamsthat weshare.”

Commlesz comics marchin

ton

asavoiceand

¢ o Jashing

everybody together under onetent. IntheUnited Stateseverybo
speakstheir opinion.”
“Hesaidthe TeaParty hasitsown shareof controversial people,” writesCliff

y Kincaid of th i h A inth
“1f team Col bert-Stewart stayswithitsstrong THEWHO S NEXT|ssu|-: Mlgé:gdo emediawatchdog group Accuracy inthe

suit, namely comedy, thiscould affect the el ec-
tion,” agreespolitical scientist Saladin Ambar of
LehighUniverstyinBethlehem, Pennsylvania“ The
presidentisoftenat hisbestwhenheisfunny.

“ Asthewhole TinaFey-Sarah Palin episode
demonstrated, humor can destroy an image or
candidateaswell asany 15-minutestump speech.
AstheDemocraticbasestruggleswithanenthusi-
asmgap, perhapsStewart canat | east giveagood

many ontheleft reasontogetinvol ved beyondthe
logica andvery rea possibility of Demslosingthe
House.”

Humor can stir the passions okl

" L . . o « Movies: Keira Knightley
Voatingisanillogicd action,” Ambaradded,“and [Tt e v e

humor canstir thepassionsasmuchasanything.” [ eAIED
“Butthisisprecisely thechalengethepair faces :
inmountingwhatisarguably anevent without pre-

cedent,” said Syracuse University media pundit ____Jon Stewart

Robert Thompson. “When haveweever seensomethinglikethis?’

History showsmany powerful raliesby peoplewithclear pointsof view,
fromMartinLuther KingJr.,"“evenGlennBeck,” hesaid.

But Stewart and Col bert areoperatingwithmultiplelevel sof commu-
nication—from the serious, underlying messagethat Stewart seemsto
desiretothejoke-within-a-jokepersonaof Colbert’ ssupposedly conser-
vativetalk show.

“Theirfanbasewill comeexpectingcomedy, anddeliveringthatinthis
kindof settingwill bethebiggest challengethey face,” saidThompson.“It’'s
entirely possi bl ethiscoul dend up beingthevery kind of thingthat bothhe
and Colbert dosowell at skewering.”

Old hippies and anti-war activists

Meanwhile, theOctober 2rally featuring

aging ex-hippies and Communists was
eclipsed by thecomedians’ stunt.

That march’s message is that the U.S.
shouldimmediately withdrawfromIragand
Afghanistan, that all military aidto I srael
shouldbeended, andthat Iran hastheright
todevel opnuclear weapons.

Former executive director of Veterans
for PeaceMichael M cPhearsonisoneof the
key organizersof theevent.“I’mnotall that
concernedif you' reaRepublican, Demo-
crat, or Marxistor Communist, whatever,”
hesaid.“| just want ustowork together to
makeour country better. That’ swhat | ook
at—notif you' reasocialist.”

Hesaidhedesignedtheeventto counter
theTeaParty eventsand Beck’ srally.

When asked about the involvement of
Communistgroups, M cPhearsonshot back,
“What isradical? We are trying to bring

Saying Gra:c'e"

M cPhearson described the purposeof therally as“to
demonstrateour recommitmenttochange.”

The " national campaign manager” of the October 2
demongtrationwaslisted astheReverend Leah Daughtry,
whosewebsitelistsher as* anationdly recogni zedteacher,
preacher, speaker, organi zer,|leader and Democraticstrat-
egist.” Herwork fortheDemocraticParty included serving
asChief ExecutiveOfficer of the2008 DemocraticNa-
tional Convention Committeeand Chief of Staff of the
DemocraticNational Committee.

“The mainstream media, however,” noted Kincaid,
“canbeexpected not to highlight thefact that theDemo-
craticParty anditsconstituency groupsrunningtheraly,
havemadecommon causewith Communist groupsdedi-
catedtothedestructionof the Americansystem.”

Black Radical Congress

M cPhearson partici patedinthe2008 national conven-
tion of the Black Radical Congress, a gathering that
included representatives of the Communist Party, the Freedom Road Socialist
Organization, andtheNational Coalitionof Blacksfor Reparationsin America

Thetheme of theevent was* Forging aBlack Liberation Agendafor the 21st
Century.” McPhearson said hespoketothegathering.

M cPhearsonworksout of New Jersey for theNational Conferencefor Commu-
nity and Justiceandismarriedto Deborah Jacobs, executivedirector of theNew
Jersey ACL U, inaceremony that recel ved sympatheti ccoveragefor thetwo* peace
activists’ fromtheNew York Times. Thepaper evenranaphoto of themholding
handsinfront of theStatueof Liberty.

Official “partners’ of the October 2 rally included the AFL-CIO, Service
EmployeesInternational Union (SEIU), Nationa Council of LaRaza, theCampus
Progressaffiliateof theCenter for American Progress, the American Federation of
Teachers, Pax Christi, Rainbow Push, Color of Change, United for Peace and
Justice, Nationa Gay and L esbian Task Force, Queersfor EconomicJustice, and
ANSWER (Act Now to Stop War and End Racism).

“ANSWER,” writesKincaid, “isaCommunistfront that switcheditsaffiliation
fromtheWorkersWorld Party (WWP) totheParty for Socialismand Liberation
(PSL) whenmembersof theformer lefttojointhel atter.

Communist front that changed its name

“For exampl e, Brian Becker isaformer WWPmember whojoinedthePSL and
now functionsasthenational coordinator of ANSWER. Itswebsitepromotesthe
October 2raly, supportsaccusedtraitor Bradley Manning, urgesthereleaseof five
imprisoned Cuban spies, and promotesabook calling | srael apawn of theU.S.
‘empire intheMiddleEast.

AlthoughM cPherson’ sgroup claimstorepresent veteransof thewarsinlragand
Afghanistan, V eteransfor Peace hashel ped organizedemonstrationsdirectly in
support of Bradley Manning, the Army sol dier andtroubled homosexual activist
chargedwithleakingclassifiedinformationtoWikiL esks. Officia ssay hisactions
underminedthewar effort andrisk thelivesof Americansoldiers.

Whenleftist* historian” Howard Zinn passed away earlier thisyear, VFPpaid
tributetohim, notingthat Zinn had beenamember of theorgani zationsincethel ate
1980s. Zinnwasexposedthrough hisFBI file, rel eased after hisdeath, asasecret
Communist Party member wholiedaboutittothe FBI.
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Liherals wonder
Uhama mentally 1l

compiled by the Christian Crusade Newspaper staff

Someobservershavequitwonderingwhether Presi-
dent Obamai saninexperiencedideol ogueintentional ly
trying to sabotage Americaso that hecanbringona
socialistNew World Order.

Instead, severd —includinglibera s—arebeginningto
askwhether heismentally unstable.

“Obamain just twenty months has developed a
reputationfor being petulant andunusual ly sengitiveto
thenormal run-of-the-mill criticism,” notesauthor Vic-
tor DavisHanson.

Citingarecent Forbesmagazinearticleby college
president Dinesh D’ Souza, former Speaker of the
HouseNewt Gingrichtold National Reviewmagazine
that theproblemmay bethat Obamaisoperatingfrom
a"Kenyan, anti-colonid” worldviewthatisirrationally
and perhapsevenunintentional ly hostiletotheUnited
States.

Others have a different theory

“Doesthenarcisssmof thismanknow nobounds?’
askedpsychiatristand Pulitzer prize-winningcolumnist
CharlesKrauthammer. After al, Obamagreatly exag-
gerateshisachievements, expectsconstant praiseand
admiration, believeshe’ sspecial, doesn’t appear to
concernhimself with other peopl e sfeelingsand ex-
presses disdain for those he feels are inferior — all
textbook symptomsof Narciss stic Personality Disor-
der.

“Themost dangerousthingabout havinganarciss st
inapositionof power ishisunwillingness—perhapshis
inability—toeveradmiterror,” observesJack Kelly,a
former high-ranking Pentagonofficial.

Gingrichsaidthat D’ Souzamadea'“ sunninginsight”
into Obama sbehavior—the* most profoundinsight I
havereadinthelast six yearsabout Barack Obama.
What if Obamaissooutsideour comprehension, that
onlyif youunderstand K enyan, anti-colonial behavior,
canyou begintopiecetogether hisactions?Thatisthe
most accurate, predictive model for his behavior.”
D’ Souzaisthe president of King' s Collegein New
Y ork City and the author of The Roots of Obama’s
RagefromRegnery Publishing.

DoesBarack Obamasuffer froman* empathy defi-
cit?’ The question was recently asked in the arch-
liberal Internet newssite TheDailyBeast by journalist
Kirsten Powers.

“Thepres dentwho hastal ked most about thepower
of empathy suddenly seemstobelackinginithimself,”
observesPowers. SheservedintheClinton Adminis-
trationfrom 1993-1998 and hasbeen publishedinthe
Wall Street Journal, USA Today, the New York
Observer, Salon, Ellemagazineand American Pros-
pect magazine.

“Ironically, it was Obama who used the phrase
‘empathy deficit’ ina2008 speechwhenhediagnosed
theUnited Statesassufferingfromthedisorder,” writes
Powers. “Inapleafor unity, candidate Obamasaid
lack of empathy was' theessential deficitthat existsin
thiscountry.’

“Hedefineditas' aninability torecognizeourselves
inoneanother; tounderstandthat weareour brother’ s
keeper; weareour sister’ skeeper; that, inthewords
of Dr.King, weareall tiedtogether inasinglegarment
of destiny.’

“Yet, as president,” says Powers, “Obama has
demonstrated an almost pathological incapacity to
connect with American’ sfear and despair over the
futureWhether it wasthe Gulf oil spill orawoman’s
heartbreaking pleading at arecent town hall meeting,
Obama’ smuch ballyhooed coolnessseemsmoreicy
thanreassuring.

“Hebelievesempathy iscriti-
cal to being a good Supreme
Court Justice, declaring hisop-
positiontonow Chief JugticeJohn
Robertsbecause, hesaid, Rob-
ertswasshort onthat important
quality. Indefiningwhat helooks
forinaSupremeCourt Justice, Obamaput empathy at
thetopof hislist: ‘1 view that quality of empathy, of
understandingandidentifyingwith people shopesand
struggles, asanessentia ingredientfor arriving at just
decisionsand outcomes.’

“Indeed, theCenter for BuildingaCultureof Empa-
thy has chronicled the nearly 60 speeches, debates,
interviews and writings where Obama has | ectured
Americans on the importance of empathy,” writes
Powers.

Inhissecond autobiography, Audacity of Hope, he
wrotethat empathy “isat theheart of my moral code,
anditishow | understandtheGolden Rule—notsimply
asacal tosympathy or charity, but assomethingmore
demanding, acall to standinsomebody el se’ sshoes
and seethroughtheir eyes.”

“Innearly every commencement speechheddivers,
Obamaoffersstudentssomeversion of thislineand
decriesthenation’ s*empathy deficit.”

Does he have an empathy defioit?

Ata2008rally inWesterville, Ohio, Obamasaid,
“Oneof thevaluesthat | think meninparticular haveto
passonisthevalueof empathy. Not sympathy, empa:
thy. And what that means s standing in somebody
el s2' sshoes, beingabletol ook throughtheireyes. Y ou
know, sometimesweget so caughtupin‘us’ thatit’s
hard to seethat there are other people and that your
behavior hasanimpact onthem.”

“Nothingbroughtthisproblemintordief likethetwo
Obamasupporterswho confrontedthepresident ata
recent town hall meetingexpressingtotal despair over
their economic situation and hopel essnessabout the
future,” writesPowers.“ Rather thanexpressingempa
thy, Obamaseemed annoyed and proceededwithone
of hisunhel pful lectures.

“Nowonder arecent ABC/Washington Post poll
found nearly half of all Americansdon’t believehe
understandspeoplelikethemsalves. A CNN/Opinion
Research Corporation poll foundthat only 42 percent
of Americansapprove of how Obama sisdoing his
job. A solidmajority of all Americans—56 percent—
say that Obamahasfallenshort of their expectations.

His job is to care

“SomeObamabackerswill cry thatit’ snot Obama’'s
jobtobeEmpathizer-in-Chief. Thiscouldnot bemore
misguided,” writesPowers. “Infact, oneof themost
important rolesof apresidentisan ability toleadthe
el ectoratethroughtoughtimes. If hecan’ tdothat, then
hewill losepower andtheability toenact policies.

“Noformer president better provesthispoint than
FDR. Jonathan Alter recalledin Newsweek, “ In Feb-
ruary of 1933, with thebanksclosed and millionsof
Americanswipedout, FDR used his' first-classtem-
perament’ totreat themental depressionof Americans
without curingtheir economicone.

“Inthedaysfollowinghis‘fearitsalf’ Inaugura and
first* FiresdeChat,’ thesamecitizenswhohadlinedup
themonthbeforetowithdrawtheirlast savingsfromthe
bank (and stuff it under themattressor tapeittotheir
chests) lineduptoredeposit patriotically. Thisastound-
ing act of ebullient leadership marked the* defining
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moment’ of modernAmericanpoalitics...”

Advice from Bill Clinton

Oneformer President, Bill Clinton, told Politicothat
Obamais® beingcriticizedfor beingtoodisengaged, for
not caring. Soheneedstoturnintoit. | may beoneof
thefew peopl ethat think it’ snot bad that |ady said she
wasgettingtired of defendinghim.

“Heneedsto hear it. Y ou need to hear. Embrace
peopl€e sanger, includingtheir disappointment at you.
And just ask them to not let the anger cloud their
judgment. L etit concentratetheir judgment. Andthen
makeyour case.”

Obamahas* got torealizethat, intheend, it’ snot
about him,” said Clinton. “It’s about the American
people, andthey’ rehurting.”

“Exactly,” said Power. “ Hopefully Obamaislisten-
ing”’

During arecent public appearance, the President
departedfrom hispreparedremarkstoaccusecriticsof
“talkingabout melikeadog.”

How dare they!

Thisprotest“ washisstrangest sofar,” saysHanson.
“Thewonderisnot that Obamaisangry at criticism, but
why heisso surprised in aweird * how dare they?
fashion.”

The problem is narcissism, says Hanson. Author
Jeffrey Kuhner writesthat Obama*isasel f-absorbed
narciss stwhoportrayshimself asapolitical messiah—
theanointedone.” Dr. SamV aknin, theauthor of the
Malignant Self Love, also believes that “Barack
Obamaappearstobeanarcissist.”

Vakninisaworldauthority onnarcisssm. Heunder-
standsthedisorder and describestheinner mind of a
narcissist like no other person. When hetalksabout
narcisssmeveryonelistens. Vakninsaysthat Obama's
language, postureand demeanor, and thetestimonies
of hisclosest, dearest and nearest friendssuggest that
the Senator is either a narcissist or he may have
narcissisticpersonality disorder.

Vakninexplains. “ Narcisssticleadersarenefarious
andtheir effectspernicious. They aresubtle, refined,
socially-adept, manipul ative, possessed of thespian
skills, and convincing. Both types, cerebral and so-
matic, equally lack empathy andareruthlessandrel ent-
lessordriven.”

Thesewerethevery traitsthat distinguished Hitler
andKhomeini.

“Many of thesetraitscan beseenin Obama,” notes
Vaknin.“ Asfor hisruthlessness, perhapshissupport of
legidationtoletbabiesdieif they surviveabortion, gives
aglimpseintohissoul, that hemay lacksempathy, does
not valuelife, and if in the position of power can be
ruthless”

They are self-worshipers

“Narciss stsneed power toshow their ruthlessness.
Cons deringthefact that Obamaneglected hisownha f
brother, George Hussein Obama, who lives on one
dollar per monthinKenya, wecan' tvouchfor Obama’'s
empathy or say heisacaring person.

continued on page 13
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“Thisisaperson,” notesGingrich, “whoisfunda-
mentally out of touchwith how theworldworks, who
happenedto haveplayed awonderful con, asaresult
of whichheisnow president.

“1 think heworked very hard at beingapersonwho
isnormal, reasonable, moderate, bipartisan, transpar-
ent, accommodating—noneof whichwastrue,” said
Gingrich.

“Narcissistshaveonly oneissue,” saysVaknin.
“They want power andwill doand say anythingto
getit. Theirwordsmeannothingtothem. Theydo |:
notintendtokeepthem.

“Theylookintoyour eyesand swear onastack of
Biblesthat they arenot goingtodosomethingwhen

that isexactly what they intendto do. They break [

their promiseswhenit suitsthem and annul their
treatieswhenthey canget away withit.

Narcissists are pathological liars

They lieeventothemselves. Ironically, they are
thefirst to believe their own lies. When normal
peoplelie, they show signsof distress. Narcissists |
don’t. They canpassany polygraphtestwithflying |
colors. Itisthisconvictionthat fool speoplearound
themmakingthembelieveinther truthfulnessand
sincerity. Inatwistedway they aresincerebecause,
althoughthey areconsciencethat they arenot truth-
ful,they believeintheirownlies. Thisisdifficultto
understandandevenmoredifficulttoexplain, butfora
narcissist fantasy and reality are intertwined. The
narcissst’ sdelusiona thoughtsof grandiogity arered to
him.

“Obamaisinthegreat tradition of Edison, Ford, the
Wright Brothers, Bill Gates—hesaw hisopportunity
andhetookit,” Gingrichsays.“ TheAmericanpeople
may takeit back, inwhichcasel may or may not bethe
recipient of that, but | havezero doubt that the Ameri-
canpeoplewill takeit back. UnlikeFord, theWright
Brothers, et cetera, thisguy’ sinventiondid not work.”

Vakninwrites. “ Narciss stisuseanythingthey canlay
their handsoninthepursuit of narcissisticsupply. If
God, creed, church, faith, andinstitutionalizedreligion
can providethemwith narcissistic supply, they will
becomedevout. They will abandonrdigionifitcan’'t.”

Narcissistsareoftencallousandevenruthless. As
thenorm, they lack conscience. A manwholivesin
luxury, whoraised nearly half abilliondollarsfor his
campaign(somethingunprecedentedinhistory) hasno
interestintheplight of hisownbrother. Why?Because,
hisbrother cannot beused for hisascent to power. A
narcissist caresfor noonebut himself.

Narcissismisall aboutimage. Vakninsays,“ The
narciss stisshallow, apond pretendingtobean ocean.
Helikestothink of himself asaRenaissanceman, a
Jack of all trades. The narcissist never admits to
ignoranceinany field—yet, typically, heisignorant of
themall. Itissurprisingly easy topenetratetheglossand
theveneer of thenarcissist’ sself-proclaimed omni-
science.”

Narcissstsareempty insubstancebut full onprom-
ises. Obamahasnot proposed asingleconcretework-
ableplan, but hehasrai sedthehopesand expectations
of millionsof peoplewithhispromises. Theglorious
tomorrow that he offers is no more real than the
Styrofoam Greek columns that adorned his image
during hisacceptancespeech.

Narcissists hide their illness well

Vakninsays, “Whenthenarcissistrevea shistrue
colors,itisusualyfartoolate. Hisvictimsareunableto
separatefromhim. They arefrustrated by thisacquired
hel plessnessandangry at themselvesfor havingfailed
toseethroughthenarcissistearlieron.”

“Hewasbeingthepersonheneededtobeinorder
to achieve the position he needed to achieve,” says
Gingrich.”“Hewasauthentically dishonest.

“1 think Obama gets up every morning with a
worldviewthatisfundamentally wrongaboutredlity. If
youlook at thecontinuousdenid of redlity, therehasgot
to beapoint where someone standsup and saysthat
thisisjustfactualyinsane.”

“Obama spetulance, | think, morelikely derives

fromacertainsurprise,” writesDavis, “leadingtoanger
that originatesfrom novel and sudden demandsfor
accountability. Quites mply, hoonehasdaredquestion
Obama before — much less press him for deeds to
matchhismellifluouswords.

“Didheredlythink hecouldtak hisway throughfour
yearsof theAmericanpresdency?Apparently, hedid,
andapparently hewasa most right—giventhat rhetoric
and sophistry earned him the presidency inthefirst

place. In what follows, | hold some empathy for
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Obama’ spique; you seein somesensethosearound
him suddenly changedtherules, andwhat inthepast
had been habit and customnolonger quiteapplied.
“Weknow Obamagotinto ColumbiaUniversity,”

writes Hanson. “We have no idea what he accom-
plishedthere—or whether hisundergraduatetranscript
merited admission to Harvard Law School. Obama
may have charmed his way into the Harvard Law
Review, but in brilliant fashion he seems to have
guessedrightly that oncetherehewouldbesingularly
exempt fromtheusual requirementsof quantifiable
achievement.”

Cut-throat tactics; anything to win

“Most candidates for state office do not sue to
removether opponentsfromthebdlot,” writesHanson.
“Obamaypetitioned (successfully) that most of thembe
disqualifiedin1995. Itislikewiserarefor thesealed
divorcerecordsof afront-running primary rival tobe
mysteriously leaked, prompting averitable uncon-
testednomination. Butafter Democraticriva Blair Hull
implodedfromsuchrevel ations, sodid Obama sgen-
eral election Republican opponent Jack Ryan, who
dropped out of theraceafter hisdivorceproceedings
wereeerily likewiseexposed. Lightning doesstrike
twiceinthesameplacefor theblessed Obama.

“Throughout the Obamapresidential odyssey, an
enthralled mediavariously dubbedhima'‘god,” con-
fessed to tingling sensations when he spoke, and in
viciousfashionturned onany politicianwhotriedto
guestion Obama s actual record of achievement —
whether Hillary Clintonor SarahPalin.

“Thereisnoneedto pursuethejournalisticmalfea-
sancethat alowedthepresident of theUnited Statesto
beinauguratedwithout any real past scrutiny. Sufficeto
say that any futurepres dentia candidatewho promises
to cool the planet and lower the rising seas will be
laughed out of contention—evenif heputs' yes, wecan’
intoLatinonhispre-presidential seal.

“For some reason,” writes Hanson, “Obama be-
lieved that those who expected after his campaign
promisesareda upturnintheeconomy, or fiscal respon-
shility, orinspiredforeignpolicy wouldbesatisfied, as
they hadinthepast, merely with soaringrhetoricand
superficial reassurance.

“Givendl that, itisunderstandablebothwhy America
isvery worried about what it haswrought—and why
Barack Obamaismiffedandlashesoui.

“Y ouwould, too, if bothaccountability andcriticism
werenovel experiencesat 49.”

“Barack Obama,” writesD’ Souza, “isthemost anti-
busi nesspresidentinageneration, perhapsinAmerican
history. Thanksto himthe eraof big government is
back. Obamarunsuptaxpayer debt notinthebillions

Christian Crusade Newspaper

but in the trillions. He has expanded the federal
government’ scontrol over homemortgages, invest-
ment banking, health care, autos and energy. The
Weekly Standard summarizesObama’ sapproachas
omnipotenceat home, impotenceabroad.

“The President’ s actions are so bizarre that they
mystify hiscriticsand supportersalike. Consider this
headlinefromthe August 18, 2009issueof theWall
Street Journal: “ ObamaUnderwritesOffshoreDrill-
ing.” Didyoureadthat correctly?Y oudid.
TheAdministrationsupportsoffshoredrill-
ing—butdrillingoff theshoresof Brazil. With
Obama’ sbacking, theU.S. Export-Import
Bank offered$2billioninloansandguaran-
teesto Brazil’ sstate-owned oil company
Petrobrastofinanceexpl orationintheSantos
Basin near Rio de Janeiro—not so the oil
endsupintheU.S.

“Heisfunding Brazilianexplorationso
thattheoil canstay inBrazil.

“Morestrangebehavior: Obama sJune
15,2010 speechinresponsetothe Gulf oil
spill focused not on cleanup strategi esbut
rather onthefact that Americans' consume
morethan 20 percent of theworld’ soil but
have less than 2 percent of the world’'s
resources.’

“Obama,” continuesD’ Souza, “railedon
about' America scentury-longaddictionto
fossl fuels” What doesany of thishavetodo
withtheoil spill?Wouldthecalamity havebeenlessof
aproblemif Americaconsumed amere10 percent of
theworld’ sresources?

“Theodditiesgoonandon. Obama sAdministration
hasdeclared that even banksthat want torepay their
bailout money may be refused permission to do so.
Only after theObamateam cleared abank throughthe
Fed' s’ stresstest” wasiteligibletogivetaxpayerstheir
money back. Eventhen, declared Treasury Secretary
TimGeithner, theAdministration might forcebanksto
keepthemoney.”

Repeating past mistakes

“ThePresident continuesto pushfor stimuluseven
thoughhundredsof billionsof dollarsinsuchfundsseem
tohavedonelittle,” writesD’ Souza. “ Theunemploy-
ment rate when Obamatook officein January 2009
was7.7 percent; nowitis9.5 percent. Y et hewantsto
spendevenmoreandisdeterminedtofoisttheentirebill
onAmericansmaking $250,000 ayear or more.

“Therich, Obamainsists, aren’ t payingtheir ‘fair
share.’ Thisby itself seemsodd giventhat thetop 1
percent of Americans pay 40 percent of all federal
incometaxes. Thenext 9 percent of incomeearnerspay
another 30 percent.

“Sothetop 10 percent pays 70 percent of thetaxes.
Thebottom40 percent paysclosetonothing. Thisdoes
indeed seemunfair—totherich.

“Obama s foreign policy is no less strange. He
supportsa$100millionmosquescheduledtobebuilt
near the site where terrorists in the name of Islam
brought down the World Trade Center. Obama's
rationale, that * our commitment toreligiousfreedom
must beunshakable,” seemsutterly irrelevant tothe
issueof why theproposed CordobaHouseshouldbe
constructedat Ground Zero.

“Recently thel_.ondon Timesreportedthat theObama
Administration supportedtheconditional rel ease of
Abdel Baset al-Megrahi, theL ockerbiebomber con-
victed in connection with the deaths of 270 people,
mostly Americans.

“Thiswasan eye-opener because when Scotland
released M egrahi from prison and sent him hometo
Libyain August 2009, the Obama Administration
publicly and appropriately complained. TheTimes,
however, obtainedaletter theObamaAdministration
sentto Scotlandaweek beforetheeventinwhichitsaid
that releasing M egrahi on‘ compassionategrounds’
wasacceptableaslongashewaskeptin Scotlandand
wouldbe*far preferable’ tosendinghimback toLibya.

“Scottishofficiasinterpretedthistomeanthat U.S.
objectionsto Megrahi’ sreleasewere* hafhearted.’
They releasedhimtohishomecountry, wherehelives
today asafreeman.

continued on page 14
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“Onemoreanomaly,” writesD’ Souza.“ A fewmonths
ag0NA SA Chief CharlesBoldenannouncedthat from
now ontheprimary missionof America sspaceagency
wouldbetoimproverdationswiththeMudimworld.
Comeagain?’

Yery strange hehavior

“Bolden said he got the word directly from the
President. ‘ Hewanted metofindaway toreachout to
theMusdlimworldand engagemuch morewithdomi-
nantly Mudimnationstohel pthemfed goodabout their
historiccontributionto scienceand mathand engineer-
ing.

“Boldenaddedthat thel nternational Space Station
wasamodel for NASA'’ sfuture, sinceitwasnotjusta
U.S. operation but included the Russians and the
Chinese.

“Obama’ sredirectionof theagency caused conster-
nationamongformer astronautslikeNeil Armstrong
and John Glenn, and even among the President’s
supporters: Most peoplethink of NASA’ sjobasone
of landing onthemoon and M arsand expl oring other
faraway destinations. Sure, we arefor Islamic self-
esteem, but what on earth was Obamaup to here?

“TheoriesaboundtoexplainthePresident’ sgoals
andactions. Criticsinthebus nesscommunity —includ-
ing some Obama voters who now have buyer’sre-
morse—tendtofocusontwomainthemes. Thefirstis
that Obamaiscluel essabout business. Thesecondis
that Obamaisasocialist—not anout-and-out Marxist,
but something of a European-style socialist, witha
penchantfor levelingand government redistribution.

“Thesetheoriesaren’t wrong so much asthey are
inadequate,” writesD’ Souza. “ Evenif they could ac-
count for Obama’ sdomestic policy, they cannot ex-
plainhisforeignpolicy. Therea problemwithObama
isworse—muchworse. But wehavebeenblindedto
hisreal agendabecause, acrossthepolitical spectrum,
weall seek tofit himinto someversion of American
history. Intheprocess, weignoreObama sown his-
tory.”

“Hereisamanwho spent hisformativeyears—the
first 17 yearsof hislife—off theAmericanmainland,in
Hawaii, Indonesiaand Pakistan, withmultiplesubse-

guentjourneystoAfrica.

“ A goodway todiscernwhat motivatesObamaisto
ask asimple question: What is hisdream?Isit the
Americandream?IsitMartinL uther King’ sdream?Or
somethingelse?

“Itiscertainly nottheAmericandreamasconceived
by thefounders,” writesD’ Souza. “ They believedthe
nationwasa' new order for theages.” A half-century
later AlexisdeTocquevillewroteof Americaascreat-
ing‘ adistinct speciesof mankind.” Thisisknownas
Americanexceptionalism. Butwhenasked at a2009
press conference whether he believed in thisideal,
Obama said no. America, he suggested, isno more
unique or exceptional than Britain or Greece or any
other country.

“Perhaps, then, ObamasharesMartinL uther King's
dreamof acolor-blind society.

“The President has benefited fromthat dream; he
campalgnedasanonracia candidate, andmany Ameri-
cansvoted for him because he representsthe color-
blindided . Evenso, King' sdreamisnot Obama' s. The
President never championstheideaof color-blindness
or race-neutrality. Thisinactionisnot merely tactical;
theraceissuesimplyisn’twhat drivesObama.

“What thenisObama’ sdream?Wedon’'t haveto
specul atebecausethePresident tellsushimselfinhis
autobiography, DreamsfromMy Father. According
toObama, hisdreamishisfather’ sdream. Noticethat
histitleisnot Dreamsof My Father but rather Dreams
fromMy Father. Obamaisn’ twritingabout hisfather’ s
dreams; heiswritingabout thedreamshereceivedfrom
hisfather.”

So who was Barack Obama Sr.?

“Hewasal uotribesmanwhogrew upinK enyaand
studied at Harvard,” writesD’ Souza. “ Hewasapo-
lygamistwhohad, over thecourseof hislifetime, four
wivesandeight children. Oneof hissons, Mark Obama,
has accused him of abuseand wife-beating. Hewas
also aregular drunk driver who got into numerous
accidents, killingamaninoneandcausinghisownlegs
tobeamputated duetoinjury inanother.1n1982 hegot
drunk at abar inNairobi anddroveintoatree, killing
himsdif.

“To hisson, the elder Obamarepresented agreat
andnoblecause, thecauseof anti-colonialism,” writes
D’ Souza.“ ObamaSr. grew upduring Africa sstruggle
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tobefreeof Europeanrule, andhewasoneof theearly
generationof Africanschosentostudy inAmericaand
thentoshapehiscountry’ sfuture.

“I know agresat dedl about anti-colonialism, because
| amanativeof Mumbal, India,” writesD’ Souza.“l am
part of thefirst Indian generationtobebornafter my
country’ sindependencefromtheBritish. Anti-colo-
nialismwastherallyingcry of ThirdWorldpoliticsfor
much of thesecond half of the 20th century. Tomost
Americans, however, anti-coloniaismisanunfamiliar
idea, soletmeexplainit.

“Anti-colonialismisthedoctrinethat richcountries
of theWest gotrichbyinvading, occupyingandlooting
poor countriesof Asia, Africaand SouthAmerica. As
oneof Obama’ sacknowledgedintellectud influences,
Frantz Fanon, wrotein The Wretched of the Earth,
‘Thewell-being and progress of Europe have been
builtupwiththesweat and thedead bodiesof Negroes,
Arabs, Indiansandtheyellow races.’

“Anti-colonialistshold that evenwhen countries
securepolitical independencethey remaineconomi-
cally dependent ontheir former captors. Thisdepen-
denceiscalledneocoloniaism, atermdefined by the
AfricangtatesmanKwameNkrumah (1909—-72) inhis
book, Neocolonialism: TheLast Stageof Imperial-
ism.

“Nkrumah, Ghana sfirst president, writesthat poor
countriesmay benominaly free, butthey continuetobe
mani pul ated from abroad by powerful corporateand
plutocraticelites. Theseforcesof neocolonialismop-
pressnot only Third Worldpeoplebut alsocitizensin
thelr owncountries. Obvioudy thesolutionistoresist
and overthrow the oppressors. This was the anti-
colonid ideology of Barack ObamaSr.andmanyinhis
generation,includingmany of my ownrdativesinindia

“Obama Sr. was an economist, and in 1965 he
published an important article in the East Africa
Journal called ‘ Problems Facing Our Socialism.’
ObamaSr.wasn'tadoctrinairesociaist; rather, hesaw
stateappropriation of weal th asanecessary meansto
achievetheanti-colonial objectiveof takingresources
away fromtheforeignlootersandrestoringthemtothe
peopleof Africa. For ObamaSr. thiswasanissueof
national autonomy. ‘Isit the Africanwho ownsthis
country?1f hedoes, thenwhy should henot control the
economicmeansof growthinthiscountry?

Bringing down power structures

“Asheputit,” writesD’ Souza, “* Weneedtoeimi-
nate power structures that have been built through
excessiveaccumulationsothat notonly afewindividu-
alsshall control avast magnitudeof resourcesasisthe
casenow.” Thesenior Obamaproposedthat thestate
confiscateprivateland andrai setaxeswith no upper
limit. In fact, heinsisted that ‘ theoretically thereis
nothingthat can stopthegovernment fromtaxing 100
percent of income so long asthe peopl e get benefits
fromthegovernment commensuratewiththeirincome
whichistaxed.’

“Remarkably, President Obama, who knows his
father’ shistory very well, has never mentioned his
father’ sarticle. Evenmoreremarkably, therehasbeen
virtualy noreportingonadocument that seemsdirectly
relevant towhat ObamaisdoingintheWhiteHouse.

“Whilethesenior Obamacalledfor Africatofree
itself from the neocolonial influence of Europeand
specifically Britain, heknewwhenhecametoAmerica
in1959that theglobal bal anceof power wasshifting,”
writesD’ Souza. “ Eventhen, herecognizedwhat has
becomeanew tenet of anti-colonidistideology: Today’s
neocol onial leader isnot Europebut America. Asthe
|ate Pal estinian scholar Edward Said—whowasoneof
Obama steachersat ColumbiaUniversity —wrotein
Cultureand Imperialism, ‘ TheUnited Stateshasre-
placedtheearlier great empiresand isthe dominant
outsdeforce.””

They helieve the U.S. musthe stopped

“Fromtheanti-col onial perspective, Americanim-
periaismisonarampage. Forawhile, U.S. powerwas
checked by the Soviet Union, but sincetheend of the
Cold War, Americahasbeen the sole superpower,”
writesD’ Souza. “ Moreover, 9/11 provided theocca

continued on page 15
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sionfor Americatoinvadeand occupy twocountries,
Iraq and Afghanistan, and al so to seek political and
economicdominationinthesameway theFrenchand
theBritishempiresoncedid.

“Sointheanti-colonial view, Americaisnow the
roguee ephant that subjugatesandtrampl esthepeople
of theworld.

“It may seem incredible to suggest that the anti-
colonial ideology of Barack ObamaSr.isespoused by
hisson. Thatiswhat | ansaying. Fromavery youngage
andthroughhisformativeyears, Obamalearnedtosee
Americaasaforcefor globa dominationanddestruc-
tion.

“Hecametoview America smilitary asaninstru-
ment of neocol onia occupation. Headoptedhisfather’ s
position that capitalism and free markets are code
wordsfor economicplunder. Obamagrewtoperceive
therichasanoppressiveclass, akind of neocolonial
power within America. Inhisworldview, profitsarea
measureof how effectively youhaveripped off therest
of society, and America s power in theworld isa
measure of how selfishly it consumes the globe's
resourcesand how ruthlesdy it bulliesand dominates
therest of theplanet.”

Brazil can drill ofishore, but not America

“For Obama, the solutions are simple,” writes
D’ Souza. “Hemustwork towringtheneocolonialism
out of AmericaandtheWest. And hereiswhereour
anti-colonial understanding of Obamareally takesoff,
becauseitprovidesavita key toexplainingnotonly his
major policy actionsbut alsothelittledetail sthat no
other theory canadequately accountfor.

“Why supportoil drilling off thecoast of Brazil but
notinAmerica?

“Obamabelievesthat the West usesadispropor-
tionate share of theworld’ senergy resources, so he
wantsneocol onial Americatohavelessandtheformer
colonized countriestohavemore. Morebroadly, his
proposal for carbontaxeshaslittletodowithwhether
theplanetisgettingwarmer or colder; itissmply away
topenalize, andthereforereduce, America scarbon
consumption.

“Both as a U.S. Senator and in his speech, as
President, to the United Nations, Obama has pro-
posedthat theWest massively subsidizeenergy pro-
ductioninthedevel opingworld.

“Regectingthesociaist formula, Obamahasshown
nointentiontonationdizethe investment banksor the
health sector,” writesD’ Souza. “ Rather, heseeksto
decolonizetheseingtitutions, andthismeanshbringing
themunder thegovernment’ sleash.

“That' swhy Obamaretainstheright torefusebailout
paybacks— so that he can maintain hiscontrol. For
Obama, healthinsurancecompaniesontheirownare
oppressive racketeers, but once they submitted to
federal oversight hewas happy to do businesswith

them. Heeven promised themexpanded businessasa
result of hislaw forcing every Americantobuy health
insurance.

No tax rate is too high

“If Obamashareshisfather’ santi-colonial crusade,
that would explain why he wants people who are
already paying closeto 50 percent of theirincomein
overall taxesto pay even more. Theanti-colonialist
believes that since the rich have prospered at the
expenseof others, theirwealthdoesn’treally belongto
them; thereforewhatever canbeextracted fromthem
isjust. Recall what ObamasSr. saidinhis1965 paper:
Thereisnotax ratetoo high, and even a100 percent
rateisjustifiedunder certaincircumstances.

“ObamasupportstheGround Zeromosguebecause
tohim9/11istheevent that unleashed the American
bogey and pushed usinto Iraq and Afghanistan. He
viewssomeof theMuslimswho arefighting against
Americaabroadasresistersof U.S.imperiaism. Cer-
tainly that is the way the L ockerbie bomber Abdel
Basetd-Megrahi portrayedhimsalf athistria. Obama' s
perception of himasan anti-colonial resister would
explainwhy hegavetacit approval for thismurderer of
hundredsof Americanstoberel easedfromcaptivity.

“Finaly, NASA. No explanation other than anti-
colonialismmakessenseof Obama’ scuriousmandate
toconvertaspaceagency intoaMuslimandinterna-
tional outreach,” writesD’ Souza. “We can see how
well our theory worksby recallingthemoonlanding of
Apollo 11in 1969. ‘One small step for man,” Nell
Armstrongsaid. ‘ Onegiantleapfor mankind.’

“Butthat’ snot how therest of theworldsawit. | was
8yearsoldatthetimeandlivinginmy nativelndia. |
remember my grandfather telling meabout thegreat
racebetween Americaand Russiato put amanonthe
moon. Clearly Americahadwon, andthiswasonegiant
leap not for mankindbut for theU.S.

“1f Obamasharesthisview, it' snowonder hewants
to blunt NASA’ sspace program, to divertit froma
symbol of American greatnessinto a more modest
publicrelationsprogram.

“Clearly theanti-colonia ideol ogy of Barack Obama
Sr. goesalongway toexplaintheactionsandpolicies
of hissonintheOval Office,” writesD’ Souza.

“And we can be doubly sure about his father’s
influencebecausethosewhoknow Obamawel | testify
toit. His*granny’ Sarah Obama(not hisreal grand-
mother but oneof hisgrandfather’ sother wives) told
Newsweek, ‘| look at himand| seeall thesamethings
—hehastakeneverythingfromhisfather. Thesonis
realizingeverythingthefather wanted. Thedreamsof
thefather arestill aiveintheson.’

“Inhisownwritings, Obamastressesthecentral ity of
hisfather notonly tohisbeliefsandva uesbuttohisvery
identity. Hecallshismemoir * therecord of apersondl,
interior journey —aboy’ s search for hisfather and
throughthat searchaworkablemeaningfor hislifeasa

black American.” Andagain, ‘ Itwasintomyfather’s
image, theblack man, sonof Africa, thatl’ dpackedall
theattributesl soughtinmyself.” Eventhoughhisfather
wasabsentforvirtually al hislife, Obamawrites, My
father’ svoicehad neverthel essremai ned untainted,
inspiring, rebuking, granting or withholdingapproval.
Y oudonotwork hardenough, Barry. Y oumust help
inyour peopl € sstruggle. Wakeup, black man!”’

He has continued his father’s struggle

“Theclimax of Obama snarrativeiswhenhegoesto
Kenyaandweepsat hisfather’ sgrave,” writesD’ Souza.

“Itisriveting: “Whenmy tearswerefinaly spent,” he
writes,’ | feltacalmnesswashover me. | feltthecircle
findlyclose.

“I realizedthat whol was, what | cared about, was
no longer just amatter of intellect or obligation, no
longer a construct of words. | saw that my lifein
America—theblack life, thewhitelife, the sense of
abandonment I’ dfeltasaboy, thefrustrationandhope
I’ dwitnessedin Chicago—all of itwasconnectedwith
thissmall pieceof earthan oceanaway, connected by
morethan the accident of aname or the color of my
skin. Thepainthat | feltwasmy father’ spain.’”

“Inaneerieconclusion, Obamawritesthat ‘ | sat at
my father’ sgraveand spoketohimthrough Africa's
redsoil.” Inasense, throughtheearthitself, hecom-
muneswithhisfather andreceiveshisfather’ sspirit,”
writesD’ Souza. * Obamatakesonhisfather’ sstruggle,
not by recovering hisbody but by embracinghiscause.
He decides that where Obama Sr. failed, he will
succeed. Obama Sr.’ shatred of the colonial system
becomesObamaJr.’ shatred; hisbotched attempt to
settheworldright defineshisson’ sobjective. Through
akindof sacramentd riteat thefamily tomb, thefather’s
strugglebecomestheson’ shirthright.

“Colonialismtoday isadead issue. No one cares
about it exceptthemanintheWhiteHouse. Heisthe
lastanti-colonid.

“Emerging market economiessuchasChina, India,
ChileandIndonesiahavesol ved theproblem of back-
wardness. They areexploitingtheir|abor advantage
andgrowing muchfasterthantheU.S. If Americais
going to remain on top, we have to compete in an
increas ngly toughenvironment.

“Butinstead of readying usfor thechallenge, our
President is trapped in hisfather’ s time machine,”
writesD’ Souza. “Incredibly, theU.S. isbeing ruled
according to the dreams of a Luo tribesman of the
1950s. Thisphilandering,inebriated Africansociai<,
who raged against the world for denying him the
redlizationof hisanti-colonia ambitions, isnow setting
thenation’ sagendathrough hisdreamsinhisson.

“Thesonmakesit happen, but hecandidly admitshe
isonly livingout hisfather’ sdream.

“Theinvisblefather providestheinspiration,andthe
sondutifully getsthejobdone.

“ Americatoday isgoverned by aghost.”

Who sabotaged Iran’s computers’

continued from page 1

Now it appears someone hasinfected | ranwith one of themost sophisticated

Hezbollah, Burma, Syria, Libyaandany other crazieswhowill pledgetouseitagainst
Americaorlsradl.

Asaresult, both Israel and the United States have studied the possibility of
knockingout Iran’ sfacilitieswithprecisionair strikes.

Thegoal wouldbetofrustratel ranianability enrichuraniumfromwhichitwould
buildanatombomb.

Another danger of Irangai ningthebombisPresident Mahmoud Ahmadingad' s
widely proclaimedbelief —thesubj ect of at | east two speechestotheUnited Nations
—that thelong-awaited Shi’ itemessiah, the* Hidden Imam,” cannot returntoearth
until civilizationisdevastated by worldwidehol ocaust. Ahmadinejadiscommitted
tocausing suchglobal destruction—inorder to usher inworldwidesubmissionto
Iran’ sbrand of Islam.

Whilenoair strikeshaveoccurred, theWest hasimposed crippling economic
sanctionsonranandhascoordinated anintens vecampai gnto sabotagethel ranian
nuclear programfromwithin—unitingforeignagentsand I ranianres stancefighters.
They aredriven by agrowing yearningamong Iraniansto bringfreedomtotheir
nationtyrannizedby powerful mullahs—theequivaent of Mudimbishops—whogrip
ontopolitical power throughfear and control of thelslamiccourts.

computer virusesever seen, called* Stuxnet,” which hasknocked out morethan
45,000 I raniancomputers. Thesuspects? TheUnited States, | srael, Germany and
Saudi Arabia. All four havebeencompletely silent.

“Iran admitted on September 27 it was under full-scale cyber terror attack,”
reported DEBK Afile, anlsragli newsservicethat focusesonterroristthreats.

Iran’ sofficial IRNA newsagency quoted Hamid Alipour, deputy head of Iran’s
government I nformation Technology Company, assayingthat the” Stuxnet” com-
puter worm*ismutati ng and wreaking further havoc on computerizedindustrial
equipment.”

Stuxnetwasnonormal worm, Alipour said: “ Theattack isstill ongoingand new
versionsof thisvirusarespreading.”

The computer virus, reported John Markoff inthe New York Times, “was so
skillfully designedthat computer security specialistswho haveexamineditwere
amost certain it had been created by agovernment and is a prime exampl e of
clandegtinedigital warfare.”

The Christian Science Monitor said the Stuxnet worm was programmed to
probecomputersthat itinfectedfor extremely specificsettings. Unlessitidentified
industrial softwaresystemsmadeby Siemens, itremainedlargely dormant.

continued on page 16



Wspaper October 2010

Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad

Who sahotaged

[ran’s computers?

continued from page 15

SiemensAGisaGerman corporationfoundedin1847thatisEurope’ slargest
engineeringconglomerate. Theinternationa officesfor Semens threemainbusiness
sectors, industry, energy and healthcare, arel ocatedinBerlin, Munichand Erlangen,
Germany. Thevast company hasatotal of 15divisionsandemploys420,800people
innearly 190 countries. Itsannual revenuesexceed $100hillion.

Because Siemensisone of thetop contractors continuing to work with Iran,
Stuxnet wastail ored to seek out Siemensprograms—specifically attacking any
Siemenssoftwarethat wasdesignedtoassist Iran’ snuclear program.

Stuxnet’ sappearancecreated ari ppleof amazement among computer security
experts worldwide. Too large, too encrypted, too complex to be immediately
understood, it empl oyed amazing new tricks, reported theMonitor, such astaking
control of acomputer systemwithout auser takingany actionor clickingany button.

Stuxnetis* ahighly sophisticated computer wormbuilttodestroy [ ran’ sBushehr
nuclear reactor,” reported Robert McMillanof DG News. Hesaid security experts
who have examined Stuxnet “ have broken the cryptographic code behind the
software and taken a look at how the worm operates in test environments.
Researchersstudyingthewormall agreethat Stuxnet washbuilt by avery sophisti-
cated and capabl eattacker — possi bly anational government—anditwasdesigned
todestroy somethingbig.

“Experts say it took a massive expenditure of time, money, and software
engineeringtalenttoidentify and exploit suchvulnerabilitiesinindustrial control
softwaresystems.”

The virus was designed with one purpose in mind

Significantly, Stuxnet apparently washot intendedto hel panyonemakemoney or
steal personal data. Instead, it apparently wasdesignedwithonemissioninmind:
toshut downlran’ snuclear program.

“ Shortly beforeRussiainsertedthefuel rodsintol ran’ sBushehr nuclear reactor
onAugust21,” reportsRyan Maurofor thel nternet newsmagazine FrontPage,
“someexpertswarneditwould bethelast opportunity todestroy thefacility and
preventlranfromgoingnuclear.”

Inthe past | srael hasattacked and disabled nuclear reactorsin Iragand Syria
shortly beforethenucl ear facilitieswent online. However, nomilitary strikeagainst
| ran hasbeen launched.

“Nowwemay knowwhy,” writesMauro.“ A * cyber superweapon’ hadinfiltrated
thesite' scomputer networksandislikely thereasonwhy thereactor’ soperationhas
beendelayed.”

Apparently thisisjust thelatest attack inacovert war that hasdelayed Iranfrom
possess ng nuclear weapons. Asaresult of earlier efforts, Iran’ suraniumcentrifuges
—usedtorefine nuclear fuel to the potency needed for anatom bomb —areonly
operatingat 20 percent efficiency. Only about half of thecentrifugesat Iran’ sNatanz
nuclear facility areworkingatall.

“ Andthey arebreakingfaster thanthey arebeingreplaced,” reportsMauro. “ Part
of theproblemthel raniansfaceisthat impuritiessupposedtobecleansedfromthe
uraniumbeforeenteringthecentrifugesstill remained, damagingthedevices. Thisis
extremely hurtful totheprogram, aslranisrunning short onuraniumandisbeing
forcedtofindforeignsuppliersandisworkingfeverishly toincreaseproductionat
itsminenear Bandar Abbas. Operationstowreck thecentrifugeshavelongbeenin
motion. Asfar back as1998, undercover CI A and M ossad operativesworkedto

sdll tolranfaulty chemical substancesthat wouldlater disablethem.
Mossadislsragl’ sequivaent of theCIA.”

Topnuclear expert David Albright says U.S. labstamperedwith
vacuum pumpsneededfor thecentrifugesthat werethensoldtolran.
They wererigged “to make them break down under operational
conditions. If you canbreak thevacuuminacentrifugecascade, you
candestroy hundredsof centrifugesor thousandsif really lucky.”

In 2006, Iran arrested one of itscitizensfor alegedly causing
“irreversibledamage’ by providing booby-trapped nuclear equip-
ment on behal f of theM ossad. Hewashanged in 2008.

Mossad, (1A suspected ... Saudis, too!

Foreignagentsal soaresuspected of beinginvolvedintheassas-
sinationand disappearanceof Iraniannuclear scientistsaswell. In
January 2007, Dr. Ardeshir Hassanpour, akey scientist at thel sfahan
uraniumconversionsite, “ suffocated by fumesfromafaulty gasfire
whilehedept,” claimedthelranianregime.

“Other sourcesareconfident hisdeathwascausedby thelsradlis,”
writesMauro. “ TheM ossadissuspectedinthedeathsof at|easttwo
other scientists. TheCl A and other intel ligenceagencies havea so
been hard at work ingettingimportant officia stodefect, andthere
have been other suspicious accidents damaging nuclear labsand
Revolutionary Guardsaircraft carrying sendtivematerias.”

However, thelatest attack —the Stuxnet computer virus—hasbeen
extremely effective.

“Itand other covert operationsarecaus ngincal cul abledamageto
thelranians nuclear efforts, andthesophi sticated natureof thevirus
meanstheremay still beundetected damage,” reportsjournalist Jay
Tower. “Itisoften asked if and when Iran’ snuclear siteswill be
attacked. Now weknow theanswer: They aready havebeen.”

Stuxnetisdescribedas* aprecision, military-gradecyber missile’
unrivaedinitssophitication.

Cyber-security expertshavemarveled, describingitas”toolarge,
too encrypted, too complex to beimmediately understood, it em-
ployedamazingnewtricks.”

Other reportssay thesoftwarei sso sophisticated that it accomplishesboth goals
—andmore. Apparently, italsoliesdormantinsomecomputersunlesseffortsare
madeto removeit. Then, it goes on arampage, wiping out dataand physically
damaging themachineitself —something most virusescannot do. Most canonly
damagesoftware, not hardware.

Thesolutionwould seemtobetoleave Stuxnet alone. However, thevirushasan
additional capability —it apparently can lie dormant for long periods, then be
activatedremotely —reprogrammedtodonew and different damage.

Sofar, thetarget of itssabotage” isundoubtedly [ran’ snuclear program,” says
Mauro. “ Nearly 60 percent of the Stuxnet infectionshaveoccurredinlran. Itis
specificaly designedtoinfiltratesystemsrunby Siemenstechnol ogy, whichiswhat
Iranusesfor itsnucl ear reactors, andto shut downthel nternet communi cationsof
theregime’ sopposition.”

Stuxnet apparently wasfirst spreadinitially by someone insertinga“ memory
stick” intotheU SB port of oneof anumber of sensitivecomputers.

“Memory sticks’ arealsocalled“flashdrives.” They aresmall and convenient—
seldommorethanfourincheslongandahaf-inchwide. Itisnotuncommonfor“flash
drives’ to be worn on U.S. college students necklaces or keychains — since
homework can be stored thereto be completed on any computer at home, at the
library or at aschool computer lab. Likewise, “flashdrives’ arepopularinsuch
countriesaslran. A consultant or researcher cancarry important referencematerial
onaflashdrive, eliminatingtheneedtolugaroundalaptop computer.

Stuxnet spreads quickly whenever an infected flash driveis plugged into a
computer. It movesswiftly through computer networks, infecting any computer
connectedtotheinfected systemandjumpingontoany flashdrivepluggedintoan
affectedmachine,

However, so far Stuxnet only attacks certain targets

WhenitfindsSiemenssoftwarebe ngusedinthel raniannuclear problem,itsilently
takescontrol of thecomputer, disablingitandtransmittingitsinformationover the
Internet. Buttowhom?Researchersdon’t know.

Thus,itdestroyslran’ scomputersaswell asrevea swhatever Iranianscientists
wereworkingon—providingva uableintelligenceonhow far dongthelraniansare
and what needsto be done next to stop them.

Itisunclear whichgovernmentisbehindtheattack, but | sragli officia shavetalked
of their ability tousecyber warfareagainst Iran’ snuclear program. | sragl hasalong
history of successful covert operationsmeanttostall itsenemies’ effortstoacquire
nucl ear wegponscapacity. Oneformer cabinet member flatly statedin July 2009that
“Wecametotheconclusionthat, for our purposes, akey Iranianvulnerability isin
itson-lineinformation. Wehaveacted accordingly,” accordingtoNauro.

Worldwide, computer security expertshad becomeworried about Stuxnet asit
spreadthroughout Europeand I ndia. However, they wereextremely puzzledthat it
didnot doany damage. Then, they watched how it seeksout Siemenssoftware—
and, again, rarely doesany harmunlessthe Siemenssoftwareisinvolvedinthe
[raniannuclear program.

Lastyear, thehead of Iran’ sAtomi c Energy Organi zationwasfired afteramajor
accidentat Iran’ snuclear facility inNatanz. Inanother “ accident” in April 2006,
equipmentimportedfrom Europecaused anexpl os onthat destroyed 50 centrifuges

continued on page 17
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at the site. Iran’ s nuclear chief admitted that it was caused by “manipul ated”
technology.

Computer warfare is not new

In the early 1980s, the U.S. blocked sales of advanced automated control
softwaretotheSoviets, whoneededittooperateapipdinebringingoil from Siberia
The CIA wastipped off to Soviet intentionsto steal the softwarefromafirmin
Canada. So, CIA director William J. Casey worked with the Canadiansto plant
deliberately sabotaged softwareto automatethepipeline.

Oncethepipelinewasconstructed, thesoftwarewasused totrigger amassive
explosionsopowerful and devastatingthat it registered on earthquake-detecting
seismographsworldwide.

In September 2007 | sragli planesdestroyed anucl ear reactor degpinsideSyria,
daysbeforeweapon-gradeuraniumfromNorth Koreawastoarrivethereand be
loadedfor processing. Theplanesrel eased deep-burrowing bombs—andthebombs
were guided to their targets by Israeli commandos who beamed the buildings
targetedfor destructionwithinfrared pointers.

Sabotaged softwarerunning Syria selectrical gridwasthereasonthelsragli
planes, commandos, and severa rescue helicopters were able to enter Syria,
accomplishtheir mission, andretreat without beingcaught. | sragl used sophisticated
softwareattacks, mademoreeffectiveby | sraeli-designed microchipsplantedin
Syrid sradar and command-and-control computers. Theresult wastocompletely
blindthe Syrianmilitary and government for about anhour and ahalf.

Inthewakeof therecent Stuxnet attack onlran’ scomputers, Iranian Revolution-
ary Guard deputy commander Hosseln Salami hasthreatened military reprisals
againstwhoeverisresponsible.

Salami “ declared hisforceshadd | thedefensvestructuresfor fightingalong-term
war against ‘ thebiggest and most powerful enemies,”” reported | sraeli journalist
ShoaibY ousuf. However, noreprisal swerelaunched sincethel ranianscoul d not
provewho had plantedthevirus.

But who did this? The Iranians do not know

Theviruswascreated” inlinewiththeWest' sdectronicwarfareagaingtIran,” said
MahmoudL.iayi, secretary of theinformationtechnol ogy council of Iran’ sindustries

what they aredoing—and havedamaged their own computerswhiletryingtofix
them. That prompted specul ationthat Stuxnet givesfal sesignal s—trickingengineers
intotryingtofixinexistent problems—making problemsworse.

LookingbeyondIran’ spredicament, theexpertwonderedjust what itisthat the
peoplerespons blefor planting Stuxnetinlran—andapparently continuingto offload
informationfromitssensitivesystems—plantodonext.

Stuxnet hasbeensensedinindustria facilitiesaroundtheworld, butwasdesigned
togoafter severa “ high-vauetargets,” saidLiamO. Murchu, manager of security
responseoperationsat the Symantec Corporation, aU.S. softwaresecurity firm.

Symantecreportedlyisnotworriedthatitwill causetroubleintheU.S. Infact,
global alarmover thedeadly computer wormhastoned down.

Inmid-July theWikileakswebsitereportedthat it hadlearned of aseriousnucl ear
accident at theNatanz plant, perhapsattributabletothevirus.

Officially, thehead of theBushehr facility announcedinapublic statement that
Stuxnet wasacompl etefailureand had affected only thepersona computersof staff
members, theBritishnewsserviceReutersreported. Thestate-runnewspaper, Iran
Daily, reportedthat Iran’ stelecommunicationsminister, RezaTaghipour, saidthe
virushad not penetrated or caused“ seriousdamage.”

Suchclaimswereseenas|ranian attemptsto saveface.

Is Iran truly a threat to the rest of the world?

President Ahmading ad madehisannual addresstotheUnited NationsGenera
Assembly in late September. Instead of preaching hisusual sermon about the
pendingarrival of theShi’ itemessiahand Iran’ sdivinemissiontohel phimspread
Shi’iteldamworldwide, thel ranian pres dentinstead ranted on, accusingtheUnited
Statesof attackingitself on September 11, 2001.

“Hereminded Americaandthefreeworl djustwhat acrazedworldview heholds,”
reportedMauro, “whenhecalledfor aninvestigationintowhether theUnited States
government was behind the attack onthe World Trade Centerson 9/11. It was
brilliant theater and aclassi cdistractiontechniqueto besure. What hedidn’ t want
youand| tofocusonwaswhat hisbrutal, menacing regimeisdoingtoitsownpeople,
toitsneighbors, andtotheworld.

“Firstly,” commented Deal Hudson, author of Onward, Christian Soldiers: The
Growing Political Power of Catholics and Evangelicalsin the United States,
“I'donotcal Ahmadingjad’ president’ becausethat would confer onhimanhonor
hedid not earnand doesnot deserve. Hewasnot el ected. Hestolehispositionin

Minister. Furiouslranianofficid ssaidthat computer hack-
ers—who enjoy “hugeinvestments’ from what he de-
scribedas* aseriesof foreigncountriesor organizations”
—haddesignedthevirus.

That led to speculation that Iran’s chief rival in the
MiddleEast—Saudi Arabia—might havebankrolledthe
software’ sdevel opment. The Saudisbel ongtotheSunni
branchof |slamand consider Iranian Shi’ itestobeapos-
tatesand blasphemers. The Saudisarea sovery nervous
about Iran having any nuclear capability and possibly
challengingthe Saudi’ sroleastheguardiansof theholy
citiesof Meccaand Medina.

DEBKAfilereportedthat Tehranhassecretly appeded
to a number of computer security experts throughout
Europewithoffersof handsomefeesfor findingwaysto
stop Stuxnet from spreading further havoc. However, no
foreignexpertsareknown sofar to haveagreedto help.
Reasonscited by afew of theexpertsapproachedincluded
Tehran' srefusal totell themwhichcentersandsystemsare |
under attack or disclosethelocationswhereforeignex-
pertswouldwork.

Oneconcernexpressed by expertswasthat | ran could
becomeenragedwithany vistingconsultants—particularly
if damage escalates once more when they attempt to
removethesoftware.

DEBKAfilesaidthevirushasinfectedmost of Iran’s
importantindustrial complexesand military command
centers,whichlranofficialy denies.

Y ousuf confirmedthat, indeed, anumber of European
computer expertshavebeen approachedfor aid, but most havedeclinedtocome
tolrantohelp. Y ousuf calledthepublicappedl for helpanindicationthatthelranians
aregettingdesperate.

Oneexpertsaid: “ Thelranianshavebeenforcedtorealizethat they would be
better off not ‘irritating’ theinvader becauseit hitsback withabigger punch.”

Iranian officialswhoturned outsidefor hel pweredescribed by another of the
expertsthey approached as*“aarmed and frustrated.” It has dawned on them,
reported Y ousuf, “ that thetroubl e cannot bewaved away overnight butisaround
forthelonghaul . Findingacrediblespecialist withthemagiccodefor riddingthem
of thecyber enemy coul dtakeseveral months.

Siceing hack and hoping for the best

“ Aftertheir ownattemptstodefeat Stuxnet backfired, all thelranianscandonow
istositback andhopefor thebest,” wrote'Y ousuf, “ hel plessto predicttheworm’s
next target and which other of their strategicindustrieswill godown or berobbed
of itssecretsnext.”

Whileit hasbeenreportedthat thesoftwarehasbecomemoreaggressivewhen
tamperedwith, another specul ationhasbeenthat I ranianengineersjust don’ tknow

n nuclear plant worker in full body

what every Iranian knows to be a fraudulent

= election. Heisnot theduly el ected president, but
the puppet of the mullahswho haveput himin
T place.
| | “ Secondly, wemust remember what happened
. after he stol e the el ection and the process was

exposed asamassivefraud against the lranian
people. Outraged Iranians took to the streets.
Thesebraveprotestsbecameknownthroughout
theworldastheGreenRevolutionor thePersian
Awakening. Theprotestorswerebravebecause
they knew the nature of the regime they were
protesting, andwhichthey hadvotedtoremove.
They knew theruthlessnessand brutal ity of the
mullahsand themanthey had placedinpower.”

Iranianshavepleadedfor Americatohelpthem

“On June 24th, CNN recorded acall froma
terrifiedIraniangirl, whotold of democracy dem-
ongratorsbeinghackedwithaxes, shot, orthrown
frombridges. Shepleaded: * Y oushouldstopthis
... you should help the people of Iran who
demandfreedom ... youshouldhelpus...it's
timetoact.’

“ ShewaspleadingtoAmerica,” writesHudson.
“Shewas pleading to us. | remind my fellow
Americans of the brutal actions of the Iranian
regimebecauseinanother instancetheir actions
most definitely affect our vital national interests.

“The International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA)—aUN chartered organizationnot knowntoexaggerate—reportedthat Iran
isdenyingitsinspectorsaccesstolran’ snuclear facilities, includingoneinQum,
discoveredlast year insideamountain, deepinsideamilitary baseoperated by the
IranianRevolutionary Guard.

“Lettherebenomistake. Thisisnot apeaceful project. Thisisanuclear military
facility producinganuclear weaponfor thebrutal Iranianregime. Accordingtothe
IAEA, Iran continuesto refuseto report onitsadvanced technol ogiesaimed at
devel opingadvanced missileswithnuclear payloads. I ranisthel eading stategponsor
of terror. It repeatedly threatensour ally | srael, deniestheHol ocaust, and openly
callsfor thedestruction of the Jewish state.

“Inanothertimeandplace,” writesHudson, “ but facingthesamebrutal repression
of freedomandhumandignity, Soviet diss dent and gul ag prisoner Natan Sharansky
warned: “ How agovernment treatsitsown peopl ecannot be separated fromhow
that government coul d beexpectedtotreat other countries.”

“Thisiswhy 1 link Iran’ shumanrightsabusestoit nuclear weaponsprogram. This
isaregimebuiltonterror. Anditisvery, very closeto possessing nuclear weapons.

“Wedismisstheactionsof themullahsand Ahmadinejad at our peril,” warns
Hudson. “ Every day wefail toact, every day wearedistracted, thisbrutal regime
isoneday closer tothemost dangerousweaponintheworld.”
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" Helium-filled Mickey Mouse in the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day parade

Richardsonco-chairedaninquiry intotheimpend-
ing heliumshortageconvenedby theU.S. National
Research Council, an arm of the U.S. National
Academy of Sciences.

Their report recommendsthat theU.S. govern-
mentimmediately reconsider itsfolly—andhaltthe
sdes.

“They couldn’tsell it fast enoughandtheworld
pricefor heiumgasisridiculously cheap,” Professor
Richardsontoldarecent meeting of Nobel laurestes
fromaroundtheworldat LindauinGermany.“Y ou
mightat firstthinkitwill bepeculiarly anAmerican
topicbecausethesourcesof heliumareprimarily in
theU.S., but | assureyouit matterstotherest of the
worldalso.’

Richardson saysthepricefor heliumwill riseby
between 20- and 50-fold. “ Onceheliumisreleased
intotheatmosphereintheform of party balloonsor
boilingheliumitislosttotheearthforever.

Therearetwokindsof stable helium. The most
commonformfillsbirthday ball oonsandtheGoodyear
blimp.

Theotherkind, helium-3,ismissinganeutron. Itis
thefuel for aform of nuclear fusionthat, intheory,
couldprovidetheworldwithaclean, virtudlyinfinite
power source. Gerald Kulcinski, director of the
University of Wisconsin' sFusion Technology Insti-
tute, saysthat hisresearchisal ready halfway there—

°
however couldhdtif heliumbecomestooexpensive.
Kulcinskiisinchargeof an“inertial el ectrostatic
confinement device,” anexperimental |ow-power
o

reactor that hassuccessfully performed continuous
deuterium- helium-3 fusion —a processthat pro-

9 ° ssthat |
America’s helimm resepves? s

continued from page 2

Americannatura gasisrichinhelium, aphenomenon not occur in European
natural gas. Asaresult, Nazi Germany hadtousehighly explosivehydrogeninits
dirigibles, zeppdins, blimpsand other lighter-than-air aircraft.

America srefusal tosdl heliumtoHitlerinfuriatedtheFuhrer. Theluxury airship
Hindenburgwasdesignedto usehelium, but when effortstoget Americatodrop
itsembargofailed, theNazisconvertedittousehydrogen—whichactually hasbetter
lift. Asaresult, theHindenburgwasabl etoadd morecompartmentsand housemore
passengers. However, hydrogenisextremely vol atile.

TheHindenburgwasdestroyedinan spectacular explosionandfireonMay 6,
1937 that wasbroadcast by radioworldwide.

along way off, but it's worth the effort,” says
Kulcinski.*Y ou’ dhavealittleresidual radioactivity
whenthereactor wasrunning, but nonewhenyouturnedit off. It woul d beanucl ear
power sourcewithout thenuclear waste.”

If weever achieveit, helium-3fusionwill bethepremier rocket fuel for centuries
tocome. It could providemorepower per unit of massthananythingelseavailable.
Withit, rockets* could get to M arsinaweekend, instead of sevenor eight months,”
saysMarshall Savage, anamateur futurist andtheauthor of TheMillennial Project:
Colonizing the Galaxy in Eight Easy Steps.

Theproblem?Wemay runout of inexpensivehelium—andthereforehelium-3—
beforethefusiontechnol ogy isevendevel oped.

LakehurstNaval Air StationinNew Jersey . N
DuringtheSecondWorldWar, heliumwasstra- A /

tegically important becauseof itsuseinmilitary | ]

blimpstoguarditsnaval vessel sand coastlines—a

i } W
N
drategy unavailabletotheAxisforces. 3 '

DuringtheColdWar, heliumbecameevenmore | &
important becauseof itsusesinthepurgingof rocket | &
fudinintercontinental ballisticmissiles. i,

IN1960, America snational reservewasestab-
lishedinthesaltdomeof adisused natura gasfield
30 miles north of Amarillo, whose chamber of
commercedeclaredthewest Texascity theHelium
Capital of theWorld.” Inapark nexttoInterstate
40, Amarilloevenhasamonumenttohelium.

Aboutabillioncubicmetersisstill storedthereas
well inpipelinesthat extendundergroundfor more
than 200 miles from Amarillo to arefinery and
storagefacilitiesinKansas.

But it will soon be gone. The 1996 Helium | &
Privatization Actdirectedthatall U.S.government |
heliumshouldbesoldby 2015at apricethatwould |
pay off thefedera government’ sorigind investment ¥4
inbuilding upthereserve. Thelaw stipulatesthe
amount of heliumsoldoff eachyear shouldfollowa
straight linewiththesameamount being soldeach
year, irrespectiveof theglobal demandfor it, ac-
cordingtoProfessor Richardson, whowonaNobel
Prizefor hiswork onhelium-3, arareisotope.

Hesaysthesdll-off isamistake.

“Asaresult of that Act, heliumisfar too cheap
andisnot treated asapreciousresource,” hesaid.
“It’ sbeing squandered.”

Thedisaster severely dampened publicenthus- N AL
asmabouttraveinginhydrogenfilledarships Thirty- ' } N
six peoplediedintheaccident, whichoccurred at & '\\ _
F [ 2 =
S f|
B

arships TheAlliesmadeheavy useof helium-filled

o o "des

Y
& vig

[ ]

e ".

Atour currentrateof consumption, our reservesnear Amarillowill beempty soon.

R “‘For thescientificcommunity,
that's a tragedy,” says Dave
Corndlius,aDepartment of Interior
chemist.

If the Texasstrategicreserveis
depleted, morecangtill beextracted
from natural gas. However, once
thereserveisgone, thepricewill go
up. A major question iswhy the
federa governmentdoesn’tsdll he-
liumat market prices.

Incidentaly, hdiumiscommonin
the universe and there’ sasupply
notfar away fromEarth. However,
thecost of retrievingit may bepro-
hibitive

“*ThemoonistheEl Dorado of
helium-3, saysSavage. Every sar,
includingour sun, emitsheliumcon-
Santly.

Implantedinthelunar soil by the
solarwind, heliumcanbefoundon
themoon. Professor TimSwindle
andhiscolleaguesat theLunar and
Planetary Laboratory at the Uni-
versity of Arizonahavealready be-
gun prospecting. Swindle has
mappedlikely heium-3depositson
themoon by charting the parts of
thelunar landscapemost exposed
tosolar wind against thelocations
of mineral depositsthat best trap
el T theelement.

L = Butheadmitsthat retrievingitis
e not going to be as easy assimply
tappingthereservesinTexas.

Will balloons he a thing of the past once the helium reserves are depleted?
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" Research sﬁys Cﬁﬁsfian kids have an advantage at school

Why do church kids
do better at school?

continued from page 1

affectingkids—andattainbetter academically, havebetter work habitsand possess
higher personal expectationsof achievement.

Church-goingkidshavereduced* behavioral risks’ suchasdrugabuse, gang
membership, a cohol useor sexua experimentation.

His report 1s not light reading

Thebasi sof hisreportisthefindingsof alargenumber of other researcherswhose
studieshaveconfirmedthebenefitsof apersonal faith.

For example, Dr. Fagan citesChandraMuller and Christopher G. Ellison. Their
study, “ Religiouslnvolvement, Socia Capita ,and Adolescents AcademicProgress.
EvidencefromtheNationa Education L ongitudinal Study of 1988,” waspublished
in2001inthejournal Sociological Focus. Itsfindingswerethat religioudy involved
studentsspend moretimeontheir homework andwork harder inschool.

That church-going studentsachievemorethan non-churched kidswasdeter-
minedinanumber of studies, including” ReligionandtheWell-Beingof Adoles-
cents,” published in the Journal of Social Issuesby M. J. Donahue and P.L.
Benson, “ Religionand V ulnerability Among L ow-Risk Adolesecents,” published
in2003by Mark D. Regnerusand GlenH. Elder in Social ScienceResearch, and
in“ReligiousInvolvement and Educational Outcomes: TheRoleof Socia Capital
and Extracurricular Participation,” publishedin2008by J.L. Glanville, D. Sikkink,
andE.l. Hernandezin Sociological Quarterly.

Why is all this research important?

Weliveintimesinwhichlong-established beliefs, suchasthat goingtochurchis
goodfor kids, isnolonger assumedto betrue.

Movies, TV showsandpopular literatureportray clergymenassexua perverts,
power-hungry tyrantsand cult|eaders. Church-goingisseldomanorminpopul ar
entertainmentor literature. Itistherare TV family that regularly attends Sunday
school. SoDr. Fagan set out to study whether thepopul ar perceptionistrue—that
churchisdetrimental tokids. Hefound exactly theopposite. What isimportantis
that hedidn’t dothestudieshimself. Histask wasto compilethefindingsof scores
of independent researchers.

“Theoverdlimpactof religiouspracticeisillustrateddramaticaly” throughout the
studiesthat hecites. Some81 percent of published studiesshowed thepositive
benefit of religiouspractice, 15 percent showed neutral effectsandonly 4 percent
showed harm. Each of these systemati c reviewsindicated morethan 80 percent
benefit, and noneindicated morethan 10 percent harm,” reported Dr. Fagan.

“Lookingspecificaly at mathandreading scores, studentswhofrequently attend
religiousservicesscored 2.32 pointshigher ontestsinthesesubjectsthantheirless
religioudly-involvedpeers,” hefound, citingastudy by Regnerustitled“ Shaping
Schooling Success. ReligiousSociali zationand Educationa OutcomesinMetro-
politan Public Schools,” publishedin 2000intheJournal for the Scientific Study
of Religion.

“Parents’ religiousattendanceisasoasignificantindicator,” writesDr. Fagan.
Hecitesfindingsby Annebert Dijkstraand JulesL . Peschar reportedin® Religious
Determinantsof AcademicAttainmentintheNetherlands,” publishedin1996inthe
ComparativeEducation Review' sSpecia | ssueonReligion. That study showed
that Dutch studentswho held astrong Christianworldview and whosefamilies
attendedreligiousservicesscored higher academically thanthosewhodidnot.

Suchfindingspointaclear pathfor America, saysDr. Fagan.“Whenpolicymakers

consider America sgravesocia problems,includingviolentcrime
andrisingillegitimacy, substanceabuse, andwelfaredependency,
they shouldheedthefindingsintheprofessiond literatureof thesocia
sciencesonthepositiveconsequencesthat flow” fromfaithful church
attendance.

Additionally, thereisampleevidencethat thestrength of thefamily
unitisintertwined with” involvement with alocal congregation.
Churchgoersarelesslikely tobedivorcedor singleand morelikely
tomanifesthighlevel sof satisfactioninmarriage.

Church helps kids escape poverty!

Regular churchattendanceisparticularly instrumental inhelping
young peopl etoescapethepoverty of inner-city life.

“Religiousbelief and practicecontributesubstantialy totheforma:
tionof persona moral criteriaand sound moral judgment,” hesays.
“Regularreligiouspracticegeneraly inocul atesindividua sagainsta
host of social problems, including suicide, drug abuse, out-of-
wedlock births, crime, anddivorce.

“Over thelast decade,” he writes, “research on the effects of
religiouspracticehasexpanded. It now encompassessuchareasas
hedlth, overcomingaddictions, reducing crime, andreforming crimi-
nals”

However, hedrawsattentiontotheimpact that church attendance
andthepracticeof sincerefaithhasongood gradesand successat
school.

“For publicpolicy, oneof themostimportant potential effectsof
religiouspracticeiseducational attainment,” hewrites.“ For some
time, asmal | but growingbody of researchhascons stently indicated
that thefrequency of religiouspracticeisdirectly and significantly
correlated with academi coutcomesand educational attainment.”

“Childrenwhohavegreater religioussocializationalsohavein-
creased level sof educational attainment,” accordingto DianeR.
BrownandLawrenceE. Gary intheir article® ReligiousSocializationand Educa
tiond AttainmentamongAfrican Americans. AnEmpirica Assessment,” published
in 1991 in The Journal of Negro Education.

Furthermore, reportsDr. Fagan, “ thosewhobecomemorerdligiously involved
duringtheir high school yearsincreasetheir academicranking.” That findingwas
made by Glen H. Elder, Jr. and Rand D. Conger, in their book Children of the
Land: Adversity and Successin Rural America, published by the University of
Chicago Pressin2000. Inthat samebook, “ astudy of lowafamilies,” writesDr.
Fagan,“ discoveredthat youthwhoine ghthgradearereligioudy involvedwill have
higher academiccompetenceinthetwelfthgrade.”

Christian Smith, director of the National Study of Y outh and Religion and
Professor of Sociology at NotreDameUniversity, drawingonwork doneby Muller,
Ellisonand Regnerus, noted that theinfluenceof church attendanceandfavorable
perceptionsof religionresultin®positiveschool attitudes’ whichareevidentfrom
childhood, throughlateadolescenceandintocollege.

Dr. Fagangoesonto citemorethan 100 other such research papers.

“Other studies,” writesDr. Fagan, “ confirmreligion’ sbeneficial effectsonthe
academicperformanceof childreninurbancommunities.”

WilliamJeynes, Professor of Educationat CdiforniaStateUniversity LongBeach,
foundthat “very religious’ high school adol escentsfromurban communitiesfared
better academically thannon-religiousadol escents.

kvidence contradicts Hollywood lies

Theimportanceof Dr. Fagan’ sreport isthat it servesasavaluableguidefor
parentswantingthebest for their children.

Contrary tothepopularimageof Hollywood parentswhoencouragetheir children
tobeagnogticor athel s, parentswhowant their childrentoachievewill gettheminto
church. Another study that Dr. Fagan citesshowed that studentsattending “ weekly
religiousserviceswerelesslikely tousedrugsor a cohol, toengageindelinquent
behavior,togetintroubleat school or tohavepoor gradeswhencomparedwiththeir
peerswho attended churchlessthanmonthly or notat all.”

“Y outhwhoconsideredreligiontobefairly important or very importantintheir
liveswerelesslikely toengageinrisky behavior. For many of theseyouth, church
attendancereinforces messages about working hard and staying out of trouble,
orients youth toward a positive future, and builds a transferable skill-set of
commitmentsandroutines.”

“Interestingly,” reportsDr. Fagan, “ Carmel Chiswick, Professor of Economicsat
theof Ilinoisat Chicago, foundthat ‘ peoplewithhighlevel sof reigioushumancapita
tendtosel ect spouseswhoa sohavehighlevels, formingfamily unitsforwhichthe
homeproductionof religiouseducationismoreefficient.’

“Frequentreligiousattendanceishighly correlatedwithlesssexud activity among
thosewhoarenot married,” wroteDr. Fagan.

“ Strong and repeated evidenceindicatesthat theregul ar practiceof religionhas
beneficid effectsinnearly every aspect of social concernandpolicy. Thisevidence
showsthat religiouspracti ceprotectsagainst social disorder anddysfunction.”

Noother dimensionof lifein Americadoesmoreto promotethewell-beingand
soundnessof thenation’ scivil society thancitizens' regular attendanceat church,
saysDr. Fagan.

“ AsGeorgeWashingtonasserted,” heconcludes, “thesuccessof therepublic
dependsonthepracticeof religionby itscitizens. Thesefindingsfrom 21st century
social sciencesupport hisobservation.”
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An Open Letter from our publisher

DEARFRIEND:

Goingtochurchisgoodfor you. Everybody knowsthat,
right?Well,inourincreasingly unchurchedsociety, no, every-
body doesn’t. AsChristians, weknow that theNew Testa-
ment cautions us not to neglect assembling together with
fellow believers. Now, research showsthat regular church

attendancedoesmorethanedify us,
strengthenour faithand deepenour
knowledgeof God’' sWord.
Incredibly, research showsthat
regular churchattendancea sohelps
kidsdo better intheir school work!
Participatinginchurchactivitieshelps
teensavoiddrugabuse, gangmem-
bershipandsexua experimentation.
Seeour story startingon Pagel.
Elsawhereinthismonth’ sedition,
wetakeanostalgiclook at theart-
work of Norman Rockwell, and
examine the double standard in
whichitbecomesaninternational
controversy shouldaChristianpro-
poseburningacopy of theK oran—
but our own government orders
Biblesdestroyed! Wea soexplore
some of the bizarre government
regulations being enforced on
Americanstoday.
Alsoonpagelisanincredible

story that hasbeencompl etely ignoredby the*impartia” and
“unbiased” mainstreammedia. It seemsthat theU.S. govern-
mentisdumping America sstrategicstockpileof heliumonto

Norman Rockwell’s “The Schoolmaster”

worldmarkets—eventhoughoncetheheliumisgone,itcan  agift.

never bereplaced. My friend, weliveinsuchdangeroustimes.
Whatisgoingon?Why doesthemedial ook theother way on
somany crucial topics?Hereat Christian CrusadeNewspa-
per, wearedeterminedtobringyouthetruth.
Andweareso pleased at thewarmresponsefromyouas
wehavecontinued our expansionout ontothelnternet.

A freesubscription!

My friend, wemust shoutwarninginnew andcreativeways
if wearetoreachthemillionssearchingfor thetruth!

Will youjoinusasa“Watchmen onthe Web” —asa
volunteer who hel psusforward Christian CrusadeNews-
paper articlesby e-mail toeveryonethat youknow?

It can be so rewarding — hearing from your friends,
receivingtheir thanksfor your sharing reportsthat touch

their lives. Y ou canbeaWatch-
man ontheWeb! Just send ane-
mail toour editoria department at
ChrigtCrew@aol.comandwewill
start sendingyouour bestarticles.
Y oucanhelpreachthosewhoare
not recelvingthetruth!
Asaways, after youreadthis
newsprint version of Christian
Crusade Newspaper, please
make sure that it gets into the
handsof someonewho needsit!
Wecannot begood stewardsand
just throw away our copies!
Pleasepassyourson! My friend,
youarevita inthisbattlefor truth
andfreedom! Wedependonyou!
Writetome! Wearealwaysso
grateful if youcansendusagift of
$5, $10, $25, $50, $100 or what-
ever you can. Withyour support,
weareexpanding our outreach!
Pray withmefor Americal The

truthmust beproclaimed! |f you areareci pient of some-
body else’ sChristian Crusade Newspaper and you are
readingour pagesfor thefirsttime, we' dliketooffer you

Y es, everybody getsthisNewspaper freeof charge! But
we challengeyoutojoinus, proclaimingthetruth!

Pleasewritetometoday! L et usknow what youthink of
thismonth’ sedition. | want to hear fromyou!

God blessyou! Gowith God!

Billy JamesHargisl|,
PuBLISHER AND PRESIDENT



