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Dr. Billy James Hargis: “All | want to do is preach Jesus and save America!”

1
trl ut @ Volume 53 A special pictorial issue Number 2

to

Dr. Billy
James
Hargis

Dear friend, inthese 32 pages, thelife of
my father, Dr. Billy JamesHargis, isportrayedin
both black and white aswell as color photos.

His was an incredible life and a ministry that
with your faithful help for more than 50 years
proclaimed warningto America.

Thevision liveson—aswe enter our 54th year
of publication. My pledgetoyouisthat Christian
CrusadeNewspaper will continuetoinspire, chal-
lengeandinformyou—astogether wecarry forth
my father’ swarningto AmericaasWatchmenon
thewall.

Itismy sincere hopethat youwill enjoy by this
specid pictorid editionof Christian CrusadeNews-
paper as we take a nostalgic look back at my
father’ sincrediblelife.

g N WK VR

BiLLy JaMESHARGISI,
Publisher, Christian CrusadeNewspaper

COVER PHOTO of my father holding the Bible is the picture he gave my mother on their honeymoon. ABOVE: The picture of my father that hung in my room when | was a hoy
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HARGIS:
A MAN OF GOD

Heseemed soimpossibly big, thisman of God. | wasoncetoldthat whenhestrode
the stage, the entire place shook! The same could be said of him on aworld stage.
Likeafull-force gale, he blew across the mid-western plains and from there, clear
around the globe.

Now, alas, thewinds of destiny have carried him beyond to ahigher planewhile
we celebrate in hisin hiswake ... but, my, how much we miss him.
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Intense and certain: a photo taken at Bob Jones University around 1960
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Dad and me hahing fun hefore the camera
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Serene and self-assured: Nashville, 1980
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 Still doing the Lord’s work at his desk, 2004 One of a series of photos | took of Dad standing in his front yard, autumn 2002
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His Boyhood in Texarkana

Born an orphan on August
3, 1925, and named by his nurses
“Billy James,” theinfant wasadopted
threedayslater by immieEarsel and
LauralL ucilleHargisand spent ahappy
childhood in Texarkana, Texas.
Jmmie, adollar-a-day worker onthe
CottonBelt Railroad, reliedonyoung
Billy to carry hisownweight during
those Depression-eratimes. Milking
the cow and feeding their meager
livestock helped build his character.
— Heworked after school asadrug-store
“sodajerk” and later as an assistant to an
architect, but hewasdeterminedto preach.
Hewas ordained asaminister at age 17
andpromptly lefttostudy theBiblein
Bentonville, Arkansas, oneof 14
studentsattendingthefirst se-
mester of what wouldeven-
tually become Ozark
ChristianCollege.

e

 Newborn Billy James and his proud new parents, 1925 _ Though notan “A” student, Dad worked hard and graduated from Texarkan High School ready for the world
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‘Baptising ayoung convert in the Name of the Father, Son and
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Fresh-faced and eager to serve God
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Wiith new members who came to Christ during his tenure, Grani;y, Missouri

Walk, Ride, Crawl or Fly to Hear
Evangelist, Billy James Hargis

IN THE

CHRISTIAN YOUTH REVIVAL

MONDAY, AUG. 19th THRU SUNDAY SEPT. 1st

Fa'r Park Christian Church

3401 GREENWOOD ROAD
L. L. OLIVER, PASTOR

i J. Dale Wileon, famed
poat of "Fireside
Foems,” wrote in hie

Opear  Ingold, famed

wribar snysr “'His earn-

‘st appeal to the hu-

man heart, and his pas-

pionxte love for Christ,

words:

Bro. Hargie s en-
dowed with the Spirit,

He preaches anly the

~ Scene from one of his many early church revivals

Young pastor

Word of truth,
shill make him ene of
And hiz remons ap-

America's greatest peal o every one,

AT
evangelists, Both men, women,

and youth.

BILLY JAMES HARGIS

& evangelist

Fairly well bursting at the seamsto get right to
the business of doing God’swork, Dad gave fully of “the
strength of hisyouth” pastoring small rural congregations start to finish. He’s one of the best.”
in Granby, Missouri, and Sallisaw, Oklahoma. Hisnatural And vou will say words of praise, too, when vou hear
abilitiesand rhetorical skillsbegantodevelopandflourish himm! The Fair Park Christian Church says: “DON'T
as did the congregations wherever he served . MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY.”

Miszouri said—"Evangelist Billy James Hargis iz a powerful speaker,
filled with spiritual zeal and Christian fervor. His inspirational sermons
are well received. He's dynamite in a plain package.”

Oklahoma eaid—*"His inspirational sermons hold your attention from

EVERY EVENING AT 7:45
WALK, RIDE, CRAWL OR FLY: Not yet 20, hut already
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The FASTEST GROWING
CHURCH IN OKLA*

-, 1;
Great tent revivals and brush arhor meetings inspired the faithful

After hearing the young evangelist, the Pul pit-Search
Committeefrom thelarge First Christian Church of Sapulpa,
headed by B.T. Blunk, called Dad at the surprisingly young age
of 23 to come and pastor their their great, red-brick sanctuary
only avery few milesfrom downtown Tulsa. Soon billboards
sprouted up, daily radio broadcasts were instigated and nation-
wide revivals began leading my father in unexpected new direc-
tions. Undoubtedly, though, theministry of Billy JamesHargis

| was gathering steam.
Virgil and Blanche Brock, composers of “Beyond the Sunset” joined in broadcasts
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Before Bil ly JamesHargis greatest
dreams could take wing, however, he
would requireballast to stabilize hisflight.
One cold winter night, the winds of
_ reviva blew himintothelittle hamlet of
Sciotoville, Ohio, just next door to Ports-
mouth, right across the Ohio River from
Kentucky. Thereat the Sciotoville Chris-
tian Church, God smiled on Billy James
. | Hargis and crossed his path with that of
¥ thelovely young church organist and
pianist Miss Betty Jane Secrest. Time
stood still. The charismatic evangelist
l SNept the young lady quite off her feet as
after one conversation with him, she
went home and told her mother, “I think
| I'll set my cap for Hargis.” And, indeed,
_ shedid. For one week they dated until the

on to another in Kentucky. But one week
later, he called her back and said he
couldn’t live without her. That wasall it
took. On December 21, 1951, they were
married inthe Sciotoville church. They
honeymooned at the Grand OI’ Opry in
Nashville, Tennessee and then she met
hisparentsin Texarkana.

1

The preacher takes a bride

On the honeymoon, he
shared with her hisintent to become
afull-time, non-denominational
evangelist. It was ahuge and uncer-
tain step, but the young bride trusted
completely in her husband’ sfaith and
the whole world lay ahead of them.

"
Posmg with those who accepted Christ as Savior during his Sclottomlle, Ohlo, crusade
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Lift-oft! The Bible

Special Issue 2005

Having been awakened tothe
threat of international Communism by his
friend and mentor, A.B. “Brother Mac”

M cReynol dsof theKiamichi Mountains,
Dad was enlisted by afellow anti-Commu-

Balloon Project
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BEIBLES by BALLOONS|
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Yk, now you can help spread the gespel BEHIND
THE 'ROM CURTAIM, by floating TWENHTY
THOUSAMD balloans with Biblos into red Russia
and other Communistic countring,

ABOVE & BELOW: Vintage circulars promoting the sending of Bible balloons
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BIBLES BY EALLOONS PROJECT
EVANGELIST EILLY JAMES HANGS
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nat o L f cil Tualsa, Clklahoma
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nist pastor and leader, Dr. Carl Mclintire of
the International Council of Christian Churches. Entrusted with finding
ways of getting the Bibleto people enslaved behind the lron Curtain,
Dad was catapulted onto the national stage by his commanding of the
BibleBalloon Project. Attaching Bibleportionsinevery Eastern European
tongue, Dad wasresponsiblefor flying amillion balloonsinto every
persecuted nation of the Eastern Bloc and, indeed, into the Soviet Union
itself. In the process, he found himself on the pages of every great
American newspaper and was for the first time and forevermore both a
national andinternational figure.

IN CIRCLE ABOVE: Dad is seen releasing a Bible balloon with the late Dr. Carl Mcintire
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BALLOONS ATTACK IRON CURTAIN IN MAY!

NEWS

IN CAPSULE FORM
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£, hemecoming service for Billy
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Note the changing mastheads and various articles represented on these
pages of what became the Christian Crusade Newspaper. They tell the exciting story
of aministry exploding in energy, activity and growth. Tripsto the Holy Land, ser-
vicesat the Garden Tomb, arally at CarnegieHall in New Y ork City, expanded radio
stations, anational broadcast over the NBC-TV network ... and already pressure
groups and politicians were trying to destroy it!
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The young
tamily erows
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THIS PAGE,
clockwise fromtop left

7. Mother was sometimes able to accompany Dad on
special trips as was the case here. With their plane
situated behind us, Bonnieand | bid them farewell on
the tarmac of the TulsaMunicipal Airport.

8. Suitbag in hand, Dad posesfor onelast shot before
boarding hisplane. Heisholding thehand of my sister
Bonnie, whoisattired infull Easter dressand hat. For
my family, departures such as these were a difficult,
but necessary constant.

9. Joined by Grandmaand GrandpaHargisintheir only
studiophotographwithus, theentirefamily ispictured
in 1965.

10. A lovely moment by the fireplace as Dad spends
some quality timewith hisyoungest born, Brenda Jo,
born October 5, 1960.

11. Thisisone my mother’ sfavorite pictures of Dad,
one she keeps in a specia little frame on display.
Reclining in his rocking chair at the Summit, mid-
1960s, Dad seemslostinreverieashecontemplateshis
lifeand ministry.

OPPOSITE PAGE,

clockwise fromtop left . ; . "THI
1. September 13, 1952, Mom's par- | ' ' | P
ents (center), brother (to her right) 1 - _ ! ¥

and niece (downfront), cometovisit
Mom and Dad in their first home, a
church campin Sagmount, Missouri.
They are joined on the left by the
camp cook and on the right by its
handyman.

2. Born January 11, 1953, Bonnie
JaneHargisjoinedafamily that would
becomprisedentirely of “B.J.” s(Billy
James and Betty Jane, of course,
having been our parents’ names). As
indicated by this picture of Mom
holding Bonnie, Dad would spend
many daysand nightsaway whileon |
crusades, but upon her birth, the
former orphan boy marveled that it
was the first time he had gazed on
another human beingandknownthem
to beatrueblood relative.

3. July 1953 with his parents, wife
and baby daughter, Dad celebrates
the unveiling of his portrait, painted
by Leroy Wade.

4. In her mother’s arms, the infant
Becky Jean, born November 23rd,
1958, makes her debut in a Hargis
family portrait.

5& 6. Mom and Dad supporting their
first two children on the occasion of
my second birthday, July 28, 1956.

'
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ames Hargns is On the air!

"""i'he sun never set on th ministry of Billy
James Hargis”

At the same Rcicophone on which he spoke
resulting in the landmark Red Lion “Fairness
Doctrine” ruling by the U.S. Supreme Court

Taping his broadcasts, which aired over 500 stations
across America
[ |

After an all- mght fund ralser | : ,f
at 1 million watt radio ; "
station XEG in Monterrey,
Mexico

Broadcastmg with Rhodesian counter- -
intelligence chief Harvey Ward Standing next to Dad, Dorothy Stenholm, dlrector of his TV programs produced at Bob Jones University
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NEW INTERNATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
CHRISTIAN CRUSADE
TULSA, OKLAHOMA

The Christian Crusade magazine trumpets a new headquarters

tﬁﬂﬁ‘r’ln

Mlnlstersfrom evmystatecametoTulsaforhls
“Preacher’s Conventions”

T
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B. J. HARGIS = -
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Secretary Mildred Morris and farm hands-
Glen Morris and Mr. Kyser

A session of students at the summer youth camp Dad founded
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From Sagmount to the Summit:
a Grand View! ISR . ot

Sagmount near Joplin, Missouri, our
first home and camy

Postcard of the old Grand View Hotel near Pikes
Peak which became the Summit

i lIHﬂII ﬂhu i -
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I I‘ I‘F e

Near 61st and LeW|s in Tulsa, this bulldmg
featured a drive-up museum of religious art

Ly S Lo

Third-year American Christian College group shot, 1973
| AR |

Sudents, members, and Korean “Guy & Doll” chor in balcony join family in worship Hls beloved Rose of Sharon Log Chapel Last pastorate near Branson
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B “Mommy’s here.
Daddy s here, We

o alle .Y arcall together!”

Wlth dog, Blackle, in our front rd at 2555 E. 26th Place, Tulsa

AII three birthdays in the
o same week

- h Ny
1 -

Holding hls two youngest -

#.,‘P- . J

s '?q T
'. \ . b
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-
e
T

R b

Research Dirctor Julian Gathered hy the tree
Williams

please email copy of
photoyouwant switched
into this space

B | v
Visiting Grandma’s and

Groundbreakin
Grandpa’s 9

=1

chrlstmastlme with
General Walker
Smgmg for my dad } .

" e i RiL
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&

L%

| — ;
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'y

Grandma and Grandpa on
Vernon Street _

Roadside in Arizona ' Christmas morning With all four kids B Make a wish ' .Home from church
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Bnrthdavsy h@hday&, Vacafm@ns an

Sharing a go.o'@l time __in. Bécky;é kitchen

T _,IA b n - wie o ded,
: - - i 1 i i & By B
. = x - Sitting on one of two
& ¢ -J’ - _ concrete horses that mark
/'f 4 ;- .:I.-

! ¢ A my parents’ door
A :

iy ; ; ]
) ] 3
P! L% X ' 3 4 I-:f
Holding hands with Bonnie and the Pierre | - | R |||
Choisnard family With his wife and firstborn, Bonnie at
original house on farm

Dad behind the camera,
the day Walter Brennan
came for dinner

Loving Grandpa Best of friends
"I Wi ty -l E

With Becky cheek-

to-cheek : |
Castle ruins at Loch Ness,

Scotland, 1977

LB b p
. Flrst grandchuld Anme Page

Rose of Sharon tree swing A sweet moment ‘with second daughter Becky Jean

With his three lovely daughters All his ¢ irlsl B ) A famlly gathering for Mom s 70th blrthday

Father, grandfather and great-gra
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d Chmsﬁnag ... Life with Father
A | 3 3

Are you sure you’re il .

listening, Grandpa? Sharing a card with little Lucy Grandson Robert graduating
from high school

A couple of cool dudes Bllly li’s furst halrcut
Grandsons Robbie and

Topher in his TV chair Prom night in Neosho

A personalized birthday card to grandson chrlstopher
Grendpa with Benny and Betty Grace

? i & ._‘.
O

:'-q':L -1 [
Back in Ohio for Uncle Jim

Secrest’s funeral Here, let Pa Paw fix it

Like family, Dad’s right I
hand, Ruby White

Under the mistletoe for 50th Having fun at the Dixie Stampede
wedding anniversary ) in Branson

. e F

0K, now, everybody look, | . oy Come here, Momma, and
it’s my turn . give me a kiss

w|th B. J Thanksgiving mornmg in Housto 2003: . Would the hat look better with ' -
“What’s this kid trying to do to me?” this stuck in it? You can talk, ’'m gonna eat Shhhhh! Dad’s asleep

ndfath@r . . . Dad, we love you!!!
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50¢
The Death of
Freedom of Spegg

(a=]

=7 Presn g
B

0 rhstban Oraseds Bidings
Frevewis

"GO
D ang COUNTRY
TRPIECES"

1

Prituiriig

JIM ORCUTT

AL Tl Unnisls 27 The
Fiobart mimes Figs Vgl

Lakrire 07 for Qhrinber Lo

oPHOENIX
“PAPERS

BY BILLY JAMES HARGIS dJ
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From the *Hese of Shamn® Farm in the Grarks.
“Bicentennial Country Gospel Sing”™
wiih Eilly James Hargls amd the Clem Humbard Family

AND YOU

EY DR, BILLY IAMES HARGIS

AMERICA'S
FIFTH
GOLUMN

el
-

Billy Jamas Hargls

HOREAN GEYS amd DOLLS

=

by
design’

By Bl

Calabration
Orchestra

Hundreds of

‘djstoylign

Eilly Jlamies Hargls -

CHRIST AND
HIS GOSPEL

as preached b il

Commmnism,
LN LS

LI RN
REN:

Billy James Hargis

man A
2 kil

Crusading Preacher

THE STORY OF
BILLY JAMES HARGIS

)

BILLY cif
v BIL

1S THE SCHDOL TIOOM
THE PROPER PLACE [
10 TEAcH AW SEX? RRORRRSENES

g ‘IET - ’
e Hawted .#

e
5

. '“'I- h I
I gags s vith BILLY JAMES HARGIS and the CRUSADE CHORUS

L
-

i
Fii
| —

HOW TO COPE

|
I
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!
|

IN BIBLE |

TODAY

"3 WMalhen Ellhlf_
Whrer Beung

r . wrrH Y.DUR Walkei™
PROPHECY | { PROBLEMS

Foir ®od So Loved
e Morld--~
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books and CdS

MIDDLE EAST CRISIS
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B]IH Down on the farm ...

=

g o
B..J. HARGIS
Aedtname

vangelist and homebuilder J.L.
Brown joins Dad in blessmg it

. I

0SE OF Sﬁm '
R FARM ﬁ,r
B.J. HARGIS

ﬁ“:‘/ Comee |

.l |
A place to “wait on the Lord”

Dad in his chair, the remote
— control was for him alom.r —

bl 1
-.- Jﬂ-

Loved the A-framt;':l but i I Fresh-water spring and
those darn woodpeckers! R, ¢ .T ' v ' dear friend CIiff Kyser

.,|. -

-, .,. &
Genvieve Hopper drops hy Let’s rest here They hear thelr master’s voice Petting Lassie in snow Remembering the Lord’s Table

..and sillthe people camc

0SE OF SHagg ﬁ
1'E!’-. & FARM E.* -y

™

}
/"B, J. HARGIS™ 1 FI
A

F‘-"ﬂ" COMPE -u.-

o 7 -'Blssing Dr. Herder Lee of Taiwan with
m X t'“ — ¥ J.L. Brown and ACC student Dr. Sing Tai

With Garland Faw, Carl Teel, Charles 5 i ey
Secrest, Robert Wilmouth and others With John Mo, son  of Kenya s - Dad listens |nlently

_ president, and aides

“Jimmy and Wilma Snellon Homecoming at the Rose of Sharon: The year’s highlight N “Leavin’ on My Mind”withustv Goodman |
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A national leader

and trusted advisor |

Special Issue 2005

€I
I
r

Y

'L‘?]‘.:“:..; | i
Sword of_the Lord editor Dr. John R. Rice, 1972

1 L N 'i,

L

Dr. Joseph Jackson, president of the
Natuional Baptist Convention

" 1 ) A 5
At the 1963 Oklahoma City convention with perhaps the greatest
anti-Communist radio commentator ever, Fulton Lewis, Jr.

b _'= 1R r 9

i
!I'q

-

Mom and Dad welcome Governor Lester Madoux and wife of Geo}gia

Governor Orval Faubus delights Dad by presenting him with an “Arkansas Tréveler” award Pulitzer-winning columnist Westbrook Pegler, 1962
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General Willoughby publishe_d
regular intelligence reports

o

| R

.I

[ | L 13 - e B

. iq

'k ) 38 4 Wit Hr X

1 ik 1 1) g Dad chats with Louisiana Gongressman John Rarick as they participate

(‘ I As General Charles A. Willoughby applau in Washington, D.C. march for victory in Vietnam
|

| I

?H T LT -5ty

(7]

|

'l .

Welcoming America’s most decorated
WWII hero Eddie Rickenbacker

ks .."
L o o e
b nte S
; X it
- 3 T = e
e izt o
P - S
; ; e TR S
A - e e

FBI Counterspy Matt Cvetic was a patriot and a friend to Christian Crusade, which épbnsored his I;zctures

Addressing the crowd at the Mayo Hotel, Tulsa. No
bawling or jumping here
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Respected by world leaders and heads
of state, he carried his message for
Christ and against communism
around the globe

+ L&
_l' !
— .rl =
oy, i
§
v
- =
BT b

General Chiang Kai-shek, leader of the Republic of China
I il ! |

| =l
|
: XN 5..‘.&."
3
¥

. PR K
Dad with First Lady of Free China, Madam Chiang Kai-shek on Taiwan

I_I.| .
The George Washington of South Korea, President Syngman Rhee Listening to Rhodesian Prime Minister lan Douglas Smith
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Being introdu:éd to President Park in Seoul by General Lee
and Dr. Kim of the David Livingston Foundation

Wy

#
Dad with South Korean President Park, his
A o 2N L

Champion of Democracy, Prime Minister Desai of India
o Ak b A oo - T RRT 0 i PR PR T
3 et sl

Addressing a Cathedral audience, Fidel’s
sister, Juanita Castro, denounces him

P~

Mom and Dad joined by personal physician Dr. Philip Joseph, left, visit wfth J " A s
Rhodesian Prime Minister lan Douglas Smith and trusted friend Harvey Ward President Lee of the Republic of China

h "
)
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1o the Holy Land.
and Beyond

v .-....a."t

i,

wil

Y

y uncle, carle Seet Dad and me by a 2, 000- .
_ year-old olive tree at the Garden of Gethsemane _

3 3 ] i
One of more than a hundred groups of Chrlstlan pllgrlms my father personally brought to view the Garden Tomb Reading Scripture in the empty tomb
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AIone at the Tomb early in his m|n|stry, he Chrlstlan crusaders gather on the steps to the Dome of the Rock where Abraham offered Isaac
would return with thousands e
| i
¥ ] L L

4'_"

RG

_ Welcomed by Korean orphans with Dr. Jess Pedigo - I o ] .
—  of the David Livingstone Foundation Dad greets an enthusiastic crowd of Christian believers in Africa
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Dr. Brry JaMES GIS
Founder and Director of

CHRISTIAN CRUSADE:
Portraits of an American Leader
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Loving son, husband and tather

ane and Billy James Hargis

: ____ﬁﬁ.‘.:..- ; . il

LN B
Photographed in Nashville
E—

MR s a a 1
PRECIOUS FATHER ... LOVING MOTHER: Me and my
parents at the Rose of Sharon Farm

R =
7
'y X

The preacher and his pianist celebrating 25 years of marriage on their way to 52 “You and me against the world,” Dad and me together in Colorado
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o S e Sl il
; . MM My first fish! With Harry Clarke
Mom and Dad clowning on whose father wrote “Into My
picnic table Heart” and “Fishers of Men”

: l ""-*l

I-l - “ s ._..._.‘1 1. 4 . — —

- ﬂ-_:r_ f fa""T _""'- - '- - '--- 1 . :.-.I : - .1.- e f

His parents 50th weddmg anniversary gathermg in Texarkana, lhelr y § laura Lucille and Jimmie joined by Dad’s
pastor, Robert Wilmouth on far right _ former Scoutmaster Mr. Trask

&
& '

Being awarded with an honorary doctorate degree at Bob Jones University. Dr.
Bob Jones Sr. stands on far right with Dad. On right is Dr. Bob Jones Jr. and Noel
d - . - - Smith, editor of the Baptist bible Tribune of Springfield, Missouri. All wonderful
Thunder on the Right ... one of Dad’s many great rallies for God and country men and close friends of Dad’s.
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LIFE-TINE

té world
and preached the Gospel!
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